BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL
Admission of Girls – information for prospective applicants.

On 17th October 2007, the Governors announced their decision to extend the School’s provision to girls as well as boys. This followed consultation with staff, parents and pupils. A letter was sent to all current pupils and parents explaining the decision and can be viewed on the School website at www.birkenheadschool.co.uk .

The normal entry points to the School will remain Pre-Prep, Reception, Year 7 and the Sixth Form. Where there is demand – and approaches from parents of girls suggest there could be - pupils of suitable ability can be admitted into any Year except Year 11. From the start of the Lent Term we will admit girls to Reception and Years 1 and 2. Admission to Years 3 to 5 will be possible from the start of the Summer Term and entry into Year 6 and Senior School from September 2008. 

Visits

Individual visits to both Prep and Senior School can be arranged at any time on a normal school day, when the Headmaster and Headmistress will be pleased to meet you, answer your questions and show you the School. Please just call to arrange a suitable time.

We are also setting aside the following times when we will be available to meet groups of prospective pupils and parents, to present the School, answer questions and show you the facilities:
Year 8 in September 2008
Tuesday 6th November 
4 pm

Year 9 in September 2008
Wednesday 7th November
4 pm

Year 10 in September 2008
Thursday 8th November
4 pm

All the above will take place in the Meeting Room above the Library. It would be helpful if parents could let us know if they are coming.

In addition we will be offering the following opportunities to see the School:

Open Morning


Saturday 24th November
10 am – 12 noon

Sixth Form Presentation

Evening*


Wednesday 23rd January
7.30 pm Bushell Hall
* Before deciding to apply students are invited to spend a taster day with the Sixth Form. Please contact the Head of Sixth Form (Mr Hopkins) or Assistant Head of Sixth Form (Mr Lindberg) to arrange.
pto
Admissions procedure
Application forms are available for Prep from Mrs Coventry in the Prep Office (0151 652 4114) and for Year 7 and above from Mrs Butterworth in the Lodge (0151 651 3009). Please just give them a call if you have any questions.
In selecting pupils we look at potential as well as ability and base our selection on a wide range of criteria. Our intention is to ensure that pupils will cope with our curriculum and that they will benefit from and contribute to the broader life of the School. 
No offers will be made or places filled until the deadline for initial applications has passed.  If we receive more applications than places available, no places will be filled until all applicants who have applied by the deadline have been assessed. If the number of suitable applicants exceeds the number of places available preference will be given to those with siblings already in the School.

Applications after the deadline will be accepted provided places are available. If no places are available suitable applicants will be offered places on a reserve list.

	Year Group
	For admission in
	Initial applications by


	Offers made by approx. 
	Selection procedure



	Pre-Prep, Reception, Years 1 & 2
	January 2008 or later
	Friday 16th November


	17th December
	Visit to Prep, observation and individual assessment



	Years 3, 4, 5
	April 2008 or later


	Friday 16th November
	17th December 
	Visit to Prep, observation and individual assessment



	Year 6
	September 2008


	Friday 16th November 


	17th December
	Visit to Prep, observation and individual assessment



	Year 7


	September 2008
	Friday 11th January
	2nd February 
	Entrance Examination on Saturday 26th January*


	Years 8, 9, 10
	September 2008
	Friday 16th November
	17th December 
	School reports, assessment of aptitude, selected interviews 



	Lower Sixth
	September 2008
	Monday 18th  February
	One to two weeks after interview
	Interview, School reference, forecast GCSE grades; offers conditional on actual GCSE performance




* In the event of a clash please contact Mrs Butterworth.
