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For the fifth year in succession our students have achieved a perfect 100% pass rate at A level, 

with an impressive 81% of grades at A* to B - beating all other schools on the Wirral for the 

second year running. This year, more than ever, entry to university has been fiercely 

competitive, with students across the country anxious to beat the new fees. BS candidates, 

however, were well ahead in securing places on their first choice courses at the top Russell 

Group universities. Our most popular subjects this year have been mathematics, medicine, 

engineering and business, and in many cases have required students to obtain all A grades.  
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Look what weõve done! 

We have recently fitted an external display linked to our photo-voltaic 

panels installed earlier this year on the Sports Hall roof.  The display 

shows the power being generated, the total energy generated since 

installation and the tonnes of carbon saved by our green generation. 

The display is on the end wall of the Sports Hall, facing the Little School 

yard. 

When this photograph was taken on a dull afternoon, on 5 October, 

power was 0.6 kW (around 6% of the panelsõ capacity), and we had 

generated 5058kWh in total, saving emissions of 2.883 tonnes of carbon 

dioxide into the atmosphere. On a sunny day, the panels can generate 

up to 9.7kW.  The 5058 kWh generated thus far is worth nearly £2,000 

to the Birkenhead Foundation Trust. 

C. Button, Bursar  

Continued from front page  

After 150 years of educating boys only, we celebrated the 

success of our first fully co-educational year group with an 

outstanding 64% of grades at A* and A. This meant nearly half 

of our GCSE students achieved at least 9A* and A Grades, 

with an impressive 87% of all grades at A* to B. 

Sarah Bibby, who joined the School in Year 9, commented 

òWhen I arrived, I could never have expected to get 10 A*/A 

grades.  I am so much more confident here and am really 

looking forward to starting my A Levels.ó 

Harry Sturgess and Matthew Rogers achieved A* in all ten of 

their GCSE subjects.  Both of them scored full marks in Maths 

and History, with Harry achieving full marks in Chemistry too

(70% of our Chemistry grades were at A-star).  Typical of our 

students, Harry and Matthew have also thrown themselves 

into the wider life of the school - playing sport to county level, 

completing the Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award and touring 

abroad this summer with the cricket team and Chapel Choir.  

Our students seem to be good at making the best of both 

worlds: working hard at traditional academic subjects 

alongside the challenge and enjoyment of creative, sporting 

and outdoor pursuits.            

 J. Clark, Headmaster  

Congratulations to Sam Corlett (L) and Mike Doneo (R) 

who were both picked for Cheshire U18õs Rugby squad.  

The golf team were just about to depart for Fairhaven Golf 

Course near Lytham, when this photograph was taken in 

October.   There they defeated King Edward VII and 

Queen Mary School 2 -1 in the HMC Foursomes 

competition. The weather was atrocious with gale force 

winds and driving rain. Elliot Smith and Andrew Crosby 

won on the 18th green, Chris Way and Mackenzie Newton-

Jones lost 4 and 2 but the crucial match was won by 

Georgina Sudderick and Joe Walsh 2 up.  The decisive shot 

was Georginaõs drive on the 17th to 3 feet, and Joe holed 

the putt.   A great team effort.  

In the Independent Schools Golf Association competition, 

School defeated Rossall 2 matches to 1, with excellent wins 

for Elliott Smith and Chris Way. They will play Birkdale 

School or North Cestrian College in the next round.                                                           

                        J McGrath  

L to R: Mackenzie Newton -Jones, Joe Walsh, Chris 

Way, Elliot Smith, Georgina Sudderick, Andrew 

Crosby.  
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Vehicular contraptions used in the re -surfacing of the Prep playground during the Summer holidays.  What fun!  

It has been a long road to recovery for Chris Halliday, who 

was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic Leukaemia three 

and half years ago.  Since then Chris has had to endure the 

gruelling sessions of chemotherapy and frequent and 

intense courses of drugs at Alder Hey Hospital. 

Despite constantly feeling sick, Chris did his best to ensure 

he didnõt miss out on School.  There were days when he 

just wasnõt up to it but on the occasions when he didnõt 

feel as rotten, he came into School and just got on with it. 

Chris had his final session of chemotherapy on 22nd 

September.  Although he will be closely monitored  until 

he is 22, the treatment is finished and his School friends 

and teachers celebrated this greatest of  milestones with a 

cake for a ôstarõ! 

Above L to R: Chrisõs mum, 

Mrs McGoldrick, Head of 

English, Natalie Ho, Matt 

Smith, Chris Halliday, Dan 

Quinn, Gwilym Jones, Michael 

Canner and Mrs Pizer, School 

Nurse 

Right: the cake made by Mrs 

Julie Ambrose from the 

catering team. 

Although football isnõt one of our main sports in the senior school, 

there is a significant pool of talent within the student cohort. For a 

number of years, a small group has practised on a Wednesday afternoon 

and played fixtures (8-10 a season) against the likes of Kingõs Chester, 

Merchant Taylorsõ, Wilmslow, Ellesmere and QEGS Blackburn, amongst 

others. Although the team is primarily based around the ôWednesday 

groupõ, the squad is bolstered by enthusiasts from the rugby and hockey 

squads when their other commitments allow it. 

This year 4 students were sent for Northern Independent Schoolsõ trials 

and impressively all have managed to gain selection for the forthcoming 

fixtures versus Cheshire County Schoolsõ U18s. Josh Black (centre 

midfield), who was also selected last year, and Harley Price (centre 

forward) are in the A squad, whilst Nathan Demetrios (right midfield) 

and Ashley Williams (left back) are in the B squad. 

Following fixtures against two county teams, a North squad will be 

selected to play the South, from which a National Independent Schoolsõ 

team will be selected in December. 

The lads will be hoping to emulate Jacques Bonfrer who was picked for 

the national team 2 years ago. 

P Lindberg, Trainer  

(Mr Lindberg has been the Manager of the Cheshire Schools' U18 

football A an B squads for the last 20 years!!) 

L to R: Ashley Williams, Joshua Black, Harley Price  

and Nathan Demetrios.  

Has anyone a disused greenhouse that they 

wish to get rid of and would like to donate?  

I am looking for a greenhouse for my allotment to 

grow vegetable seedlings and whatever else is 

needed for the new raised beds that Neil Frowe 

and his L6th 'Beyond the Curriculum' group are 

constructing at McAllester Field. 

I would, of course, dismantle and remove the 

greenhouse.  Thank you. 

S. Gill, Head of Geography  

Email: smg@birkenheadschool.co.uk  
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You may have noticed a different 

crest or badge appearing on the 

Schoolõs letterhead and 

elsewhere.  This more colourful 

and elaborate design is not new 

but is the ôarmsõ granted to the 

School by the Kings of Arms in 

1959.  The School had been 

using the crest since at least 

1871 but was actually the Arms 

of Birkenhead Priory founded by Hamo de Massey of Dunham, Cheshire, in 1150.  Between 

1871 and 1874, the School added the open book to the front of the quarterly gules on the 

shield.  The book bears the Schoolõs motto Beati Mundo Corde (Blessed are the pure in Heart).  

In 1958, the circlet or coronet of birch leaves in green was also added to symbolise the growth 

and unity of the School. 

A number of simplified versions, easier to produce in monotone or just two or three colours, 

have been used over the years but, where practical, we have decided to use the original version.   

Look out for this on printed matter, on the new Estates van (photo above right) and on the 

School minibuses.  More recently, the School has registered its arms as a trademark to prevent 

any unauthorised reproduction or use. 

C Button, Bursar  

After their A level results, L to R, Tom Roden (Gap Year, then 

Chemistry at the University of Birmingham), Tom Harrison (2010 

Music at the University of Canterbury), Will Lamb (Economics at 

the University of Sheffield) and Joe Hillyer (Gap year, then Science 

at the University of Birmingham) flew to Hamburg with their bikes.  

They planned a 3-week holiday with a difference - to cycle home 

via Bremen, Zwolle, Amsterdam, Dordrecht, Antwerp, Brussels, 

Bruges, Canterbury, Wimbledon and Stratford, staying at youth 

hostels and campsites en route (apart from one luxury overnight 

stay with relatives in Wimbledon!).  They would cycle a distance of 

1500 kms, averaging 90km a day. Their aim was not just to get 

home in one piece but also to raise money for two charities.  They 

chose The Roy Castle Lung Cancer Foundation because Tom 

Rodenõs grandfather had died from the disease and to contribute 

to funds for a new Alzheimer's Ward on Wirral because Will 

Lambõs grandfather is a sufferer.  

The boys hoped the experience would be a lot of fun, though they  

realised there would probably be tough and frustrating times along 

the way when none of them wanted to see a bicycle ever again!  

When they set out from Hamburg, the weather was over 30Ě but 

over the course of ride they found unremitting rain and high winds 

made for more uncomfortable cycling conditions than blazing 

sunshine.  At Dunkirk, however, battling with winds gusting at 

60mph, they were delayed and missed their ferry. 

As might be expected, they had some adventures. The 80km 

ride from Bremen to Meppen turned into 95km because of 

ônavigational issuesõ which resulted in the four arriving at the 

Youth Hostel after it had closed for the night.  A fellow traveller 

took pity on them and let them sleep on the floor of his room 

but when they refused to pay for their basic overnight 

accommodation, the police were called.  Though they avoided a 

second night in Meppen, this time in a jail, they are on record in 

a police file there!  

Will was the designated navigator, though the others quickly 

found out he had little sense of direction and, additionally, 

seemed to be accident prone.  On one occasion, whilst trying to 

turn round, he got his front tyre stuck in a tram line and took a 

dive over his handlebars.  Then he managed to knock over an 

old lady emerging from behind a bus (not entirely Willõs fault!).  

The õfunniestõ incident happened in Caterham when Will steered 

into the back of a Volvo whilst trying to plan the route.  He only 

buckled his front wheel but managed to do more damage to the 

back of the Volvo.  Then he asked a woman passer-by for the 

loan of a pen.  She asked why and, pointing out the damaged car, 

Will told her it was so that he could write down his details and 

leave it on the windscreen.  This turned out to be unnecessary 

because, it transpired, the owner of the pen also owned the car!  

Will was not the only accident-prone cyclist - Tom Harrison 

leant to rest on a field gate, the gate opened, and he managed to 

release 50 cows onto the road. 

There were other highlights.  Sightseeing (both day and night!) in 

Amsterdam was one, though they had done 3 extended days of 

hard cycling to make up the time for that hiatus.  They also 

enjoyed the Brussels Beer Festival and being photographed by a 

succession of Japanese tourists in each city. 

Tom, Tom, Will and Joe are grateful to all their sponsors, 

particularly the Mitchell Group which provided funding, a 

Cyclerõs Sat Nav and T-shirts.  So far, they have raised over 

£2,300 from the trip.  Their page is still open for donations at 

www.uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/hamburgcycling 
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Will and the ôwheel 

in the tram lineõ 

incident.  

Did the Japanese tourists take this one?  

Will distraught after damaging the Volvo  

After the Volvo incident  

Joe ôenjoysõ the Brussels Beer Festival 

The first day of our outward bound trip started, as usual, with Lower 

Sixth registration. These familiar and routine beginnings gave not the 

slightest hint of what was to come! The coach arrived surprisingly early 

and the more eager members of the group had already settled 

comfortably into their seats, when we realised this coach was not 

intended for us.  It was lucky it had not set off before we realised our 

mistake! Once the right coach finally arrived, everyone got onto it and 

we set off on the long drive to the Lake District. 

We eventually arrived, on the right coach, at the legendary Tebay 

services on the M6, which has won many accolades as the finest 

motorway service station in the country.  But we were too late for a late 

breakfast it seemed and had to be satisfied with a range of snacks 

instead. After our disappointingly breakfast-free break, we set off 

towards Ullswater where we had intended to board a ferry across the 

lake and from there ramble round the shore. Unfortunately, a fierce 

Atlantic-style gale was blowing and the waves on the lake were so 

choppy, it was deemed unsafe for the ferry to run that day.  This meant 

we had to find alternative transport to the other side of the lake.  The 

road was too narrow for our coach, so we had to be shuttled there in 

groups by the minibus. 

The ramble began with a wade through mud and water alongside 

Ullswater before we were exposed to the relentless wind. The walk was 

very tiring, with several challenging uphill sections as well the weather 

conditions not making the task any easier. However, the effort was 

worth it for the views of the spectacular Cumbrian scenery, with 

Helvellyn and other high peaks coming into sight along the walk. 

Despite the weather, the mood amongst the ramblers was light-hearted, 

and once, when we were standing directly opposite the coach parked on 

the other side of the lake, it was suggested someone should volunteer to 

run through the field down to the lakeside (with resident bull) and then 

swim across the lake, thus beating the rest of the group and earning 

great honour. Surprisingly, no one was prepared to volunteer to take up 

the challenge! 

Finally we reached our coach and headed to the youth hostel in Keswick. 

The eveningõs meal was Mexican-themed, so the food was predictably 

hot and spicy, which I really enjoyed, though it may not have been hot 

enough for some in the group. 

Afterwards we embarked on another walk to the Lakeside Theatre to 

see the play, ôKeep Smiling Throughõ.  This was a light-hearted take on 

war-torn 1940õs England. We could identify with the theme to some 

extent, but mostly we enjoyed the comfortable seating and warm, dry 

surroundings after a typical English summerõs day and a lot of exercise! 

Jonathan Welsh  

7 am ð Knock, knock, knock! What a horrible repetitive noise to kick us 

back to consciousness, made worse after a terrible night of sleep 

deprivation and exposure to the elements. We had been unable to close 

the window of our tiny Hobbit-room in the Youth Hostel, even with the 

brute force ingenuity applied by BS L6th. 

However, we rose brightly enough because today promised to be ôone to 

rememberõ. First though, we would have to walk across a hilly landscape 

dotted with many sheep to get to the activity centre and all the fun stuff ð 

rock climbing, high ropes and archery!  We rushed to get ready, pelted 

downstairs in a range of mismatched clothing and pushed through the 

flailing limbs of fellow students (who were similarly converging on the 

dining hall), spurred on to reach our breakfast by hunger and the sight of 

passing plates laden with small mountains of bacon, eggs and beans.  

Fully fed and watered, we climbed onto our bus and were greeted once 

again by our driver, Alan. The man did his job well and in a short forty 

Continued on page  



minutes we reached our destination.  The activity 

centre seemed to be buried deep in the 

Cumbrian landscape. We then marched 

purposefully, in Lindberg-like fashion, to the 

centre and were split into groups with our 

instructors. Both the instructors with my group 

were called Will and you could tell from the 

looks on their faces that both Wills had seen and 

dealt with many teenagers of our ilk before. 

Despite this, they did manage to impart some 

basic archery skills to us, so much so in fact, that 

we even had some inter-group competitions. 

For our next activity, we were ushered through 

to the climbing wall area and stood laughing 

hysterically as our classmates struggled to find a 

foothold on some of the walls.  When it was our 

turn, however, we soon found out how tricky 

some of the walls were and how uncomfortable 

in sensitive areas a safety harness can be!  This 

activity proved to be one of the biggest laughs, 

though it did come at the expense of some who 

were left hanging just out of reach of the floor whilst their pleas and cries for help and mercy 

were totally ignored. 

After this, we had the typical BS packed lunch ð the usual choice of ham, tuna or cheese 

sandwich, a soft apple and water which seems to have been bottled by collecting the tears of 

every struggling Year 7 in the country. In the afternoon, my group took to the high ropes which 

was definitely the most enjoyable part of the trip.  Again, the activity was largely about pushing 

and shaking people off the ropes to watch them dangling in the wind, especially those who had 

let slip that they were afraid of heights! 

Our day over, we headed back for our last trip on Alanõs coach, stopping on the way home for 

a meal at Tebay. Mr Lindberg, in charge of the School credit card, grimaced at the amount being 

racked up by the cashier.  We had no such qualms and happily tucked in. We arrived back at 

School at about 9pm looking forward to getting home, into our own beds and back to relative 

sanity.                                                                                                           Jonathan Moia  
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Three brave mountaineers about to 

tackle one of Cumbria's most 

challenging peaks - the indoor 

climbing wall!  

The next group to tackle the 

wall wished they hadnõt made 

so many jokes at the expense 

of those who had gone before.  

The British summer weather 

did not disappoint! The fierce 

winds and rain ensured our 

waterproofs were well -tested.  

Continued from page  

Nicholas Morgan, Year 7, was entered in the City of Stoke on 

Trent Level 3  Swimming Meet held at the end of September. 

He took part in 13 events over the weekend and came home with 2 gold, 1 

silver and 4 bronze medals and swam personal bests in 10 out of the 13 

events.  He is hoping his performance will qualify him to swim at the 

Cheshire County Championships in March 2012.  

He has been swimming since he was 5 years old and is now coached by 

Martyn Robinson, Head of Swimming for the Wirral.  He has a gruelling 

schedule - 2-hour training sessions 5 times a week with the Fast Track 

Group of Wirral Metro Swimming Club, the competitive arm of The Swim 

Wirral Performance Training Scheme, at Europa pool.  It can be hard fitting 

in the homework afterwards!  

During the half term, Nicholas attended a Cheshire Swimming Clinic run by 

two elite British swimmers, Michael Rock and Daniel Sliwinski, with the aim 

of giving the swimmers hints, tips and an insight into what it's like to be an 

international swimmer.  They even spent time training alongside the young 

hopefuls in the pool. 

The Club takes part in several competitions throughout the year, including 

the Cheshire County Championships at which they have won the Most 

Improved Club Award for the last two years. 

Nicholasõs mum says he enjoys swimming all four of the strokes but prefers 

to swim the longer distance events such as 400m Individual Medley 

which consists of 4 length of each stroke (butterfly, backstroke, breaststroke 

and freestyle) or 1500m freestyle which would be 60 lengths of Europa Pool. 

 

Nicholas in training.  
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Every year the German 

Exchange goes off to 

Tübingen in Baden-

Württemberg, Germany.  

The aim is to teach our 

eager language students 

more about the German 

language in situ and to get 

them to sample German 

culture. Our departure 

was from Birmingham 

Airport and, after a healthy 

visit to Burger King, we 

boarded our flight to 

Stuttgart. We knew when 

we had arrived over 

Germany when we looked 

out of the plane window 

and saw many stadia. 

After landing, we each 

retreated to our partnerõs 

house. It seemed we had been randomly dispersed across the area ð 

some of us were clustered very close together, while others were so 

far south they were practically in Antarctica! It was pretty late by this 

time, so we had to wait until the next day for  our sampling of German 

culture to be fruitful. 

The next day we had a Stadtrallye. This entailed being split into teams 

to decipher clues which would translate into numbers which we could 

then transfer to GPS coordinates. By following these coordinates, we 

should have been able to answer some ridiculously obscure questions 

about the town. 

It did, however, give us the opportunity to get to know Tübingen, a 

city built on the banks of the Neckar River. It is a university town, 

which was founded in the 15th century, with a medieval castle sitting on 

the highest hill. The punts along the river invite comparisons with 

older university towns like Oxford and Cambridge.  The town 

does not take itself completely seriously, one of its tourist 

attractions has a sign that translates as: òHere Goethe 

vomitedó. We also received a lecture on the history of the area 

and its local features from the former headmaster of 

Geschwister-Scholl-Schule in Tübingen, our exchange school. 

The school is named after the Scholl siblings who stood up to 

the tyranny of the Nazi regime in Munich. It was our base and 

meeting place for all our excursions, and sometimes we ate 

there. 

Visits to the Ritter Sport chocolate factory and the Gehr 

bakery also allowed us to show off our culinary expertise. 

There was an opportunity to create a unique slab of chocolate 

with our own choice of filling ð mine had a lethal dose of 

marshmallow ð and then design the packaging. We all made full 

use of the rubber stamps and enjoyed colouring them in.  Of 

course, the best part was shopping in the chocolate 

supermarket afterwards, putting far more chocolate than was 

sensible into our baskets.  At the bakery, we were given a crash 

course in how to bake pretzels, including kneading the dough 

and shaping it correctly. This was surprisingly hard to get right, 

and it ended up with several dubiously shaped ôpretzelsõ. 

This was coupled with visits to two nearby cities, Stuttgart and 

Reutlingen. These were certainly highlights, and included a trip 

to the high-tech Mercedes-Benz museum. While in Reutlingen, 

we were given a city tour that led us down the narrowest 

street in the world (see photo opposite) measuring only 31cm 

wide. There was also a visit to the picturesque city of Freiburg 

(supposedly ð it was raining too hard to see properly), followed 

by a drive through the Black Forest to a swimming pool in the 

mountains. On the way, it started snowing, at which point many 

of us scratched our heads at the strange phenomenon of snow 

in October.   We had plenty of free time, so we did not feel 

constrained by the schedule; one day was simply spent with our 

partners.  When we left Germany, it felt sad not just to leave 

our partners, but also to leave their country behind too. 

 

James Green, Publicity Unit  

 

 

Award -winning actress and National Treasure, 

Patricia Routledge, CBE, is to appear on stage in the 

newly refurbished Bushell Hall on Friday 24th 

February 2012. The concert entitled ôAdmission: one 

Shillingõ, is the opening concert of the Two Rivers 

Festival 2012.  

In ôAdmission: one Shillingõ, Patricia Routledge and international 

concert pianist Piers Lane tell the extraordinary story of Myra 

Hess and her famous wartime National Gallery concerts.  In Dame 

Myraõs own words taken from letters, books and interviews, 

interspersed with piano pieces by Bach, Schubert, Schumann, Brahms 

and Beethoven, we hear in this delightful evening of entertainment 

how the ôgreat adventureõ of these 1600 lunchtime concerts began, 

and how it continued while bombs rained down on London.  Miss 

Routledge and Piers Lane have toured Britain with the show to great 

acclaim, appearing at the Shakespeare Literary Festival, Buxton 

Opera House and the National Gallery. 

Tickets £17.50 (Limited availability).  Booking line 0151 651 3095. 



In Focus November 2011                     Page 8 

Birkenhead Schoolõs Got Talent at the end of September 

was a great success. The judging panel consisted of Mr 

Blain, Mrs McGoldrick & Mr Barlow. Of the many and 

varied acts that evening Charlotte & Grace, Jarby, Jimmy 

and Marco made it through to the final. The overall winners 

were Jamie Russell and Marco Galvani who won £151 

because it is Birkenhead Schoolõs 151st year (The first 

Birkenhead Schoolõs Got Talent was last year, one of the 

most popular events during the Schoolõs 150th year 

celebrations). 

Some responses from the judges: 

Mr Blain 

Who was your favourite? 

Charlotte & Grace were really good & I thought it was very 

brave for two year 7õs to perform like that at the beginning of 

their first year. 

Who was your least favourite? 

None, everyone was absolutely amazing & very well practised. 

Mr Barlow 

Who was your favourite? 

All were very good & it was too hard to pick. 

Who was your least favourite? 

No one, they were all too good. 

The acts consisted of - Grace & Charlotte playing piano & 

singing; Sparsh Garg performing impressions of teachers;  

N-ER-G dancing and rapping; Harry Smethhurst playing 

guitar and singing; Callum Hepton playing guitar and singing; 

Sam Keenan singing; Campbell & the Soup Tin; 3 blokes 

from Upper Sixth & Marco performing as the band ôJarbyõ 

and Jamie Russell & Marco Galvani 

Personally I thought that Sam Keenan, Jarby, Charlotte & 

Grace stood out but my favourite was Sam Keenan. I 

thought his voice was amazing and the 

song he chose suited his voice.  Charlotte 

& Grace were very good and I also 

thought it was very brave for two new 

Year 7s to go on stage, play piano and 

sing a difficult song. Jarby were amazing: I 

like their song anyway but enjoyed their 

version even more than the original. The 

audience were also surprised when a nine 

year-old performed a very professional 

rap.However, all the acts made it a great 

nightõs entertainment so they all deserve 

a great big ôthank youõ and ôwell doneõ! 

Matthew Macdonald, Year 8  

Last year the Sports 

Hall was transformed 

for the evening into a 

venue worthy of 

Britainõs Got Talent. The 

transformation and 

event itself were so 

successful that the 

S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l 

decided to replicate it a 

year on with the 

second Birkenhead 

Schoolõs Got Talent 

contest. 

Of course, for some, a 

big attraction of the 

evening was not the talented acts this year but the super supper served up 

by our hugely versatile catering staff. It helped us survive Sparsh Gargõs 

stand-up routine. 

There were three judges for the 2011 BSGT ð the ôAmanda Holdenõ of 

the trio was Mrs McGoldrick, the musical expert, Mr Barlow, and the 

archetypal ônastyõ judgeõs role fell to Mr Blain. Also inviting comparisons to 

the õotherõ show was the sparky duo comprising David Boffey and Oliver 

Subhedar.  They hosted the evening showing they have what it takes to 

make it big in showbiz and, in general, lending a sense of class to the 

BSGT. 

The participants ranged from Year 7 all the way up to the Upper Sixth 

(there was even a band called òThose Three Blokes From Upper Sixth + 

Marcoó!) and provided diverse entertainment from solo singing (Sam 

Keenan) to a stand-up act (Sparsh Garg). The last three acts were Grace 

Edwards and Charlotte Steere performing Adeleõs ôSomeone Like Youõ, 

Jack Granby and Tom Jarvis (aka Jarby) singing Ed Sheeranõs ôA-Teamõ and 

Jamie Russell and Marco Galvani singing a duet of ôRedõ by Daniel 

Merriweather. 

Of course, it was tense as everyone waited for the results to be 

announced, but you could easily distract yourself by buying something 

from one of the stands set up by the Student Council, or design a poster 

using the crayons and sheets of paper available at each table. There was 

even entertainment from Mr Barlowõs a capella group, Bar-line. 

Finally, the results of BSGT 2011 were revealed by none other than the 

Headmaster. Winners Marco Galvani and Jamie Russell performed as an 

encore ôTears in Heavenõ by Eric Clapton and were presented with their 

prize of £151. 

The event was organised by the Student Council, but the brains behind 

the operation was Sam Davies who was heavily involved in every aspect of 

the evening. There were largely unseen contributions from Gwilym Jones 

as self-designated ôroadieõ and Chris Morris and Tom Beaumont were the 

light and sound department.  Everyone involved in BSGT deserves thanks 

and praise for making it such a top-notch and memorable night.                                  

      James Green, Publicity Unit  

The Judges L to R: Mr Cowell, Miss Holden  

and Mr Hasselhoff  
N-ER-G 

Photos L to R:  Grace Edwards from Grace & Charlotte (Steere), Sparsh Garg and the a capella group, Bar -line . 

The winning act can be seen on YouTube  

Search for ôJimmy and Galvaniõ 
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After break time on a Friday morning, the 

Year 6 pupils set off to Little School to read 

books with the children in Reception.  The 

purpose of the Buddy Reading system is to 

develop an enjoyment of reading from an early 

age.  Every Year 6 pupil has been assigned a 

buddy in the Reception classes with whom 

they read books during the ten minute 

session. From the reactions of the Reception 

children, we think that the idea of Buddy 

Reading is an excellent and efficient way of 

learning. 

The Reception children pick a variety of book 

genres, from dinosaurs and adventure, to 

Science and other non-fiction. Our Reception 

buddies always find the books they choose 

interesting and therefore are more likely to 

enjoy reading them - especially if they have 

accompanying actions!  For the Year 6 pupils 

and the Reception children alike, this is a very 

enjoyable session in which everyone has a part 

to play.    

Joseph Lawler and Daniel Cooke (6R)  

Photos above - top 6R with their Reception reading buddies and underneath 

6S with their reception reading buddies.  

Photos below - Sharing a good read. Year 6 pupils help their younger fellows.  

Hereõs what some of the children think about Buddy Reading. 

Reception  

Charley: ôItõs cool.õ 

Sophie: ôIt helps me learn to read.õ 

Kareem: ôThe stories are good.õ 

Megan: ôI think itõs brilliant because we read different  

stories together.õ 

Charlotte: ôI like all the different words.õ 

Luke: ôItõs great.õ 

Sasha: ôI look forward to seeing my buddy.õ 

Nathan: ôMy buddy is fantastic.õ 

Emily: ôItõs exciting.õ 

Henry: ôItõs cool.õ 

Louis: ôI like reading with my buddy because it is fun!õ 

 

Year 6  

Jemima:  ôMy buddy is really sweet and I enjoy reading with her.õ  

Edward:  ôBuddy Reading is helping me read with more expression.õ 

Sam:  ôMy buddy is so much fun.  Heõs exactly like my little sister 

and is very good at listening to stories.õ 

Henry:  ôMy buddy is really fun to read with.  He likes fiction books 

and can read a few words.    He also knows his colours.  Iõm glad 

to be paired with him.õ 

Lizzy:  ôI enjoy buddy reading.  My buddy is very sweet and cute and 

usually, after the story, we do some role play.õ   

P Relph, Year 6 teacher  

Alex Watkins  Dann Quinn  Alex Griffiths  Harry Sturgess  Joe Hillyer  
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Year 9 Outdoor Pursuits Trip  
This year, the 13th of September was not how I normally like 

to spend my birthday. Usually, I have a lie-in and then play on 

my Xbox with friends. Instead, this year, I woke up in a 

strange and fairly uncomfortable bed at the relatively early 

hour of 8am to the realisation I would be climbing Snowdon 

in an hour or two.   

Walking up mountains has never been one of my strong 

points, never mind an ascent of the tallest mountain in Eng-

land and Wales! However, I did manage it to the top that day 

- with much encouragement from my friends.  They sang 

ôHappy Birthdayõ to me on the summit of the mountain and  

then we went into the cafe at the top for a drink and a bite 

to eat.   A short time later, we set off to go back down to 

the bottom of the mountain. Back at our youth hostel we 

had some free time before dinner, after which we went 

through into the common room for a quiz.  Miss Moore sur-

prised me when she carried in a cake for my birthday. It was 

very nice and thoughtful of her and meant we had a lot of 

special cake to eat because I had also brought 4 cakes with 

me to share on my birthday!! 

Callum Rooney, Yr 9  

The Sports Hall has recently been upgraded with new lights and 

cricket nets.  This scheme, costing around £33k, was supported 

by the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) in partnership 

with Sport England who awarded BS a grant of £25,146.  

The School was identified by the Cheshire Cricket Board and by 

the ECB as a venue of strategic importance, due to its location, 

and the arrangement that has been agreed between the Cheshire 

Cricket Board and Birkenhead School is deemed to be mutually 

beneficial.  

Sport England and the ECB believe their investment in BS 

supports their national strategy 2009 ð 2013 which aims to grow 

the number of people playing sport, sustain participation by 

encouraging more people to keep playing sport, and help 

talented sports people excel. 

Mr Lytollis said the grant will mean that Birkenhead School 

becomes more of a focus for cricket development in 

Cheshire.  Including the Prep, BS already fields 10 teams and the 

upgrade will mean we can provide additional cricket coaching 

opportunities for the School teams and increase the number of 

girls playing cricket.  However, there will be considerable 

community benefit too because the indoor net facility will be 

available to local clubs and to the Cheshire Cricket Board for 

district and advanced coaching courses.ó 

Mike Woollard, the Cheshire Cricket Boardõs Cricket 

Development Officer, said òThe new cricket facilities are excellent 

and will mean the Cheshire Cricket Board will have access to 

quality indoor facilities which is important for our progressive 

junior development programme.ó 

Sport Englandõs Director of Property, Charles Johnson, echoed 

Mike Woollardõs hopes for cricket in the community: òThe 

improved practice and coaching facilities at Birkenhead School will 

be welcomed both by experienced players looking to improve 

their game and by people who are new to cricket. We are 

confident that the ECBõs strategic approach to investing in high-

quality, sustainable facilities will help cricket to attract and retain 

many new participants and create more opportunities to develop 

sporting talentó 
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It sounds like a promising scenario for a film script, - an assorted 

bunch of bloodthirsty students, an experienced teacher with a 

thousand-yard stare and a mentor coaxed out of retirement for 

that one last job. Sadly, this was not Hollywood, just the national 

finals of the European Youth Parliament competition. 

The day after School broke up, when people are normally packing 

t-shirts and flip-flops for package holidays to Menorca or Ibiza, we 

arrived at Lime Street with business suits in our 

cases.  Unaccustomed to public transport, Ciaran Anderson was 

amazed to see other people in his ôrail carõ! 

Our welcome to Durham was a shower of Biblical proportions 

but we were the first to arrive at St Aidanõs College and assigned 

our student rooms for the duration of the competition. Finally, 

we thought, a chance to sample undergraduate life at first hand! 

Alas, little did we realise the huge amount of work we were 

about to face.  In the competition, delegates to the European 

Youth Parliament are invited to contribute to the floor debate of 

each debate and, in addition, each team proposes or opposes one 

specific resolution.  Our team was ôThe Committee on Human 

Rightsõ, actually ôThe Committee on Human Rights IIõ - the bigger, 

better sequel, of course. Our specialist topic was the human 

rights situation in Belarus, which admittedly we didnõt know much 

about until we did some research. This newly acquired knowledge 

would be tested in the main debate the next day.  

Our team consisted of Ciaran Anderson, Ben Berkson, Bruno de 

Blaquière, David Boffey, Sparsh Garg, Sam Good, James Green, 

Andrew Hoyland, Oliver Subhedar and Andrew White. Our 

official name was DROI II, but we called ourselves simply - THE 

TEAM. 

First, we had to be inducted into the European Youth Parliament. 

Naturally,  this mean rousing choruses of timeless classics like ôBear 

Huntõ and games like ôGiants, Wizards and Dwarfsõ (a gratuitously 

physical version of ôRock, Paper, Scissorsõ).  

Later, our group was split up and we were given committee work 

to do with, it was rumoured, ôrealõ people.  We did not cry about 

our separation from each other for long, however, because we 

soon realised interaction with ôrealõ people(= people we had not 

met before) could be interesting. In fact, it led to a particularly 

amusing incident on the trip when Sparsh Garg espied a õrealõ 

person of the female variety! 

The committee work involved yet more needlessly physical games 

and that very common game of òTrying to Remember Everyoneõs 

Name in a Very Short Space of Timeó. We also had to work out a 

coherent argument and informally debate a pressing social issue, 

namely the security of young people on the internet and particularly 

the implications with the rise of the Facebook generation. 

Next day was the debate for which we were prepared and with it 

came our chance to shine collectively. Our speech on the need to 

address human rights issues in Belarus was ready but, the night 

before, we had also devised some counter-arguments for the other 

debates. Sparsh Garg and I had concocted a damning one, we 

thought,  for one teamõs resolution to the problems in Libya. Sadly, 

our efforts were in vain, because none of our additional speeches 

were called upon in the debating chamber. We heeded the advice of 

EYP veteran, Mr Hopkins, and kept our card up in the air so that 

the judges would know we were ready to speak. The maximum 

number of points a team could win per debate was three. It was a 

difficult task to make sure you got your best points across. 

Sandwiched in the middle of that gruelling 13-hour debating session 

was Ben Berksonõs Belarus speech. The judges noted in their 

feedback that his argument was especially polished. We had to field 

questions from our sharp-minded peers but we held our own and 

our rebuttals were even met with applause at one point. I had to 

pay close attention to the arguments back and forth because it was 

my task to do the summation at the end of our debate.  Despite the 

hours spent over the main debates, there were another couple of 

hours to get through which this time included debating in French. 

Apparently, it was very interesting. 

If there was a way to sum up the somewhat surreal and bewildering 

experience of the European Youth Parliament, it would be debating 

and more debating with some crazy activities thrown in. One 

particularly harrowing example was the disco on our last night but, 

as you might discern from the photo, probably the less said about it 

the better. All in all, it was a superb experience and definitely one 

to include on the old Personal Statement.               James Green  

This is how ôoff the pegõ at Poundland in Durham can 

On 13 October, Bidston Houseõs Year 7s, not 

forgetting the wonderful Mrs Reeve and Dr Hughes, 

went to the BRAND NEW Recycling centre in 

Liverpool. It is intended to relieve the amount of 

waste at the Bidston recycling plant which is now very 

old and over capacity. Our tour guide showed us 

around the plant. When the doors opened, we were 

awed by the vast scale of the factory! There were lots 

of machines and sorting piles. The guide explained how 

the different materials are sorted before they are 

allocated to different destinations. I must say it was 

very clever. We finished the tour with a video about 

the importance of recycling. And to top this off, we 

wrote our pledges. Mine is hung up on the fridge at 

home òMake awareness for Global Warmingó. So here 

I make a plea, ôPlease realise that whatever 

contribution you make soon adds up if we all do it. 

And, Year 7 Bidston, ôDonõt forget your pledges!õ                                                               

         Sebastian Wilkes  

Left: Year 7s 

from Bidston 

House Above: 

the  

recycling plant  
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Graham Murdoch   

is the new Classics and Modern 

Languages teacher at our school. 

Mr Murdoch is an Old Birkonian 

who left in 1999 and went on to 

study Modern Languages at 

Oxford.  After university, he 

moved to China where he 

taught at a university in Wuhan 

before opening a language 

school for Chinese students 

wishing to come to the UK. 

ôWhat I enjoyed most about my work in China is the same as 

I enjoy now at Birkenhead School, that is, helping pupils to 

expand their horizons and develop a deeper interest in the 

wider world. 

He loves jazz music, especially John Coltrane, and used to 

play pretty rudimentary drums. He helped organise the 

Central China Rock & Jazz Festival (held at sub-zero 

temperatures!), though he didnõt actually perform. He is 

currently trying to teach himself the piano and says, ôLearn 

now, kids, not in fifteen years time!õ  He is a keen cook and 

makes a pretty decent steak and ale pie. He also enjoy a fairly 

sub-par (or should that be ôover parõ?) round of golf. His 

favourite TV shows are The Wire and Arrested Development 

and is a big fan of Wong Kar-Waiõs films. On a free evening, 

he likes nothing more than to try a new restaurant with 

friends or go to see a local live band. 

Professionally, Mr Murdoch would like to expand his teaching  

and to teach Mandarin to GCSE level and beyond. Having 

been on the Classics trip to Rome and Pompeii, he has fallen 

in love with the country and language, so hopes to offer some 

Italian by this time next year! One step at a timeé 

Natalie Crawford  
joined us this September as a Year 4 Form 

Tutor and PE teacher. She studied Primary 

Education at Leeds Metropolitan 

University and eventually found her way to 

Birkenhead School. Atypically for a young 

woman, Miss Crawford enjoys romcoms, 

including her favourite film, òLove 

Actuallyó, because of its Christmas spirit. 

One of her favourite pastimes, which she 

thinks no one is aware of, is to paint her 

nails every evening. Miss Crawford has a passion for popular music 

and her idol is Beyoncé.  Her Mastermind specialist subject would be 

Popular Music and the one thing she would take to a desert island 

with her would be her iPod. She is extremely fond of Indian food, 

particularly as she has a weakness for lamb balti! However, most 

importantly, her first impressions of Birkenhead School are that it has 

a very friendly atmosphere and very happy children to work with. 

Shaun Wilbrahams, Publicity Unit  

Paul Webster is the new Head of 

Physics at Birkenhead School. He feels he has 

settled in well, citing that he finds the staff and 

pupils nice and that the teaching facilities are 

good. 

He enjoys Physics because he thinks that there 

is always more to know about the subject 

because, whenever a new discovery is made in 

the field, it becomes more apparent how little 

is really known. His favourite Physicist is Isaac 

Newton. He also thinks that Newtonõs ideas 

can be understood and explained more easily 

than, for example, Einsteinõs theories. He admitted that at school his 

least favourite subject was Games and instead he taught himself 

Physics during Games sessions. 

In his spare time, he likes to do DIY and go cycling. His favourite food 

is Tamale Oaxaquenos, a Mexican dish usually made from masa           

(a corn-based dough). He speaks good Spanish, which he improved 

considerably while working in Mexico. He does not have one 

favourite film in particular, but he does enjoy John Waterõs 

productions, so if you want to get inside the mind of Mr. Webster, 

watch Polyester or Hairspray! 

Jo Magee, a Year 5 Form 

Teacher, grew up in Prenton 

and went to Wirral Grammar  

School. She moved away to 

Leeds University to do her first 

degree and then came back to 

L i v e r p o o l  t o  d o  h e r 

PGCE.  After graduating, she 

moved to Manchester to teach 

Year 5 at a school in Bolton.  

She did lots of other things 

before deciding to do her 

PGCE; for example, she taught 

English at summer camps in Italy and as a Teaching Assistant at 

a school in Woodchurch. She says, òI love teaching because 

every single day is different and you can never predict what 

children are going to say!ó 

Miss Magee also loves travelling and came back from a year in 

Malaysia, Singapore and Australia in April this year.  Most of all 

she enjoyed trying different foods and experiencing different 

cultures. She has a particular love of Italy and Italian food. 

In the evening she often goes the gym, swims or spend time 

with her family and ômy two lovely nephewsõ.  She is getting 

married at the end of December so preparation for this takes 

up a lot of her time at the moment. 

Sara Williams is the latest addition 

to the BPS family. Having received a great 

welcome from staff and parents alike, she 

seems to be settling in nicely. She has even 

decorated her classroom with a jar of 

sweets (obviously one of the new must-

have gadgets for class control). When 

asked what her favourite film is, Mrs 

Williams said that she rarely has time to go 

to the cinema.  However, she is currently enjoying òSpooksó, a tense 

spy drama. 

Mrs Williamsõs favourite sport is skiing and her favourite resort is 

Courchevel, in France. When asked her opinion of snowboarders, she 

said she was jealous of them, as they look òcooló and regrets never 

trying it for herself. 

Her favourite meal is a curry on a Friday night, but she enjoys most 

foods anyway. Her own children are at the School, in Years ranging 

from the Prep to Lower VI. 

Gwilym Jones, Publicity Unit  



ATC cadets with Birkenhead Schoolõs CCF  Wing 

Commander N Frowe (Contingent Commander)  on a 

field day at RAF Shawbury last month.  
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Blythe, Ethan, Harry and Hayden  

really enjoyed watching the hens.  

We started our year with a trip to Speke hall.  We spent the 

morning hearing stories and learning about the children who grew   

up in Speke Hall and then in the afternoon we visited the kitchen 

gardens. We all really enjoyed the trip. Thank you Speke Hall! 

We all planted pansies to take home.  

George showed us all the 

different vegetables they 

grow in their kitchen 

gardens. He also told us 

about the rabbits that keep 

eating the tops off the 

carrots!  

The guides told us all about 

a little girl who used to live 

in the house.  

Andy Aldred is our new 

hockey coach.  Born in south 

Manchester, he spent his career in 

sales management until two years 

ago when, òI decided to give this up 

and follow my heart and become a 

full time Hockey Coachó.  He says 

the best thing about his job is 

interacting with different ages and 

abilities, ranging from 4 year-old 

beginners to current senior 

internationals.  When he isnõt 

coaching, Mr Aldred enjoys reading, 

travelling and films, specifically Shakespeare, Jamaica and ôOne flew 

over the cuckoos nestõ.  When asked what is his favourite way to 

spend a free evening, he replied, òFree evening ? Whatõs one of 

those ?  But, generally relaxing watching TV with my phone 

OFF !!ó  He enjoys watching ôHouseõ. 

The worst day of his life so far was when he snapped his cruciate 

ligament playing hockey which ended his career. His best day was 

Cliff Diving at Ricks Café in Jamaica and his aim is to become a 

senior international level hockey coach. 

 

continued  

It is perhaps a little 

remarkable that five BS 

boys have been chosen 

for the West Cheshire 

U15 rugby squad alone.  

Other BS boys are 

playing in the West 

Cheshire U14  and U13 

squads.  In the photo left 

are the U15 players. 

Front row L to R: Ben 

Unsworth, Dominic 

Maddox, Patrick Doyle 

Back L to R: Dan Walker 

and Tom Cornall. 
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Although they are only 13 years of 

age, (photo L to R) India Wild, Lucy 

Rogers and Annabel Saverimutto, all 

in Year 9, were selected recently to 

play in the Cheshire U18B and 

U15A lacrosse teams.  At the U18 

tournaments against Yorkshire and 

Lancashire in October, the Cheshire 

team played outstandingly and won 

all their games!  Congratulations to 

all the girls.   

In the photo above BS girls about to start lacrosse practice one 

Wednesday afternoon before half-term. Millie James (centre), who was 

also selected to play for Cheshire, was out of action when this photo was 

taken owing to injury.  The other photographs show recent netball and 

lacrosse practises and matches.  Thus far in the season, Birkenhead 

School have won 14 of their 16 fixtures across the board (hockey, 

lacrosse and netball), suffering one defeat and one draw. 
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The Senior Girlsõ First Team netball dresses. They wore them for 

the first time at the beginning of the Michaelmas term and beat 
Liverpool College 11-10.  Although new kit wonõt make up for any 

lack of fitness, ball skills and match tactics, the team does look 
striking and, if the girls feel comfortable and good about themselves 

in their new netball dresses, they are bound to play even better! 

Claire Ault, a teaching 

assistant in Reception,  

studied Spanish for 2 years 

with a small group of like-

minded beginners.  Her tutor 

was anxious that, because it 

was an independent group 

without an affiliation to a 

school or college, it was 

unlikely that Claire would be 

able to gain a qualification at the end of her studies. Earlier 

this year, Mr Clark agreed to allow her to sit her GCSE at 

Birkenhead School. As well as being delighted, Claire was 

also ôa little bit terrified! The thought of failing miserably 

was very daunting but, after much preparation, I sat my 

written and speaking assessments under the watchful eye 

of Miss Moore, then sat at the back of Bushell Hall for the 

written and listening exams. I then went on to stress all 

summer about results day but was elated to receive my 

piece of paper saying A*!õ  

Claire is grateful to her wonderful tutor, Sandra, all her 

friends from the Wednesday evening classes and to Jenny 

Moore for her guidance and support. 

Claire had studied for her NVQ Levels 2 and 3 at college 

to become a qualified Teaching Assistant for two years.  

Afterwards, she thinks, she missed the studying. She 

decided on Spanish because she thought it would be nice 

to know a little bit of the language when going on holiday 

but it also came in useful when she accompanied the 

World Challenge team to Ecuador and the Galapagos 

Islands with the World Challenge team last summer. That, 

says Claire, was an amazing experience.  Now she wants to 

continue her Spanish to AS Level. 

In September, 20th Birkenhead Cubs joined Birkenhead Districtõs first joint Cub pack event for a long time.  They went on an trip to 

the Maize Maze at Brimstage.  It was great fun and leaders remembered what a good way it is to meet other Cub packs from the 

area. Now more joint trips are being planned soon. 
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BS is celebrating the prestigious national golfing success of a 

group of Old Birkonians ð after 45 years of trying.  The Grafton 

Morrish is a major amateur golf tournament open to former 

pupils of all schools who are members of the Headmastersõ and 

Headmistressesõ Conference. The quality of players taking part is 

high with former professionals and England amateur 

internationals in the field. Birkenhead School, which first entered 

in 1966, has charted its progress in the competition each year 

with a special scrapbook handed down to the following summerõs 

competitors.  The victorious players were: Carl Adams (Heswall 

Golf Club, plays off two); Marcus Stam (Heswall, scratch, team 

captain); Phil Whitehurst (Caldy, one); Kristopher Archer (Royal 

Liverpool, scratch); Anthony Shields (Worplesdon, scratch); and 

John Hargreaves (Worplesdon, one). 

Match Report  

The format is scratch foursomes matchplay with each team 

comprising three pairs.  Birkenhead have been playing in the 

tournament since 1966 and in total 28 OBs have represented the 

School in the finals. Birkenhead were runners up in both 2004 

and 2008, being edged out by KCS Wimbledon and Solihull 

respectively. For the OBs involved in the Grafton Morrish 

Trophy, it is very much the flagship event of our golfing year and 

one we all thoroughly look forward to and enjoy  

This year, 109 schools competed in pre-qualifying rounds during 

May with the field being reduced to 48 for the finals in October 

which are held in Norfolk, on the wonderful links courses of 

Hunstanton and Royal West Norfolk.  Birkenhead successfully 

negotiated the qualifying stage at Fixby Golf Club in Huddersfield 

which is always a nervy affair on a very tricky course 

Unfortunately, Stuart Brown was forced to withdraw due to 

injury, so our team for the finals was Carl Adams, Kris Archer, 

John Hargreaves, Anthony Shields, Marcus Stam and Phil 

Whitehurst.  This collection of OBs ranged in age from 26 to 49 

and all had handicaps of 2 or lower.  On paper, this meant we 

were competitive but certainly not favourites. The finals are over 

three days and require six matches to be played.  

Our place in the draw was difficult and reaching the final required 

victories over Aldenham, Lancing, Cheltenham, Solihull and last 

yearõs winners Clifton.  After some very close and nerve-wracking 

games we found ourse lves p lay ing Merchant 

Taylorsõ (Northwood) in the final.  With three holes to play, the 

position was not encouraging, as we were two down in one 

match and level in both the others.  Our young guns (Archer and 

Adams) then used their considerable power to record a 2 and 1 

victory which changed the momentum in the other games. Both 

the remaining matches went down to the final hole at Hunstanton 

with all to play for.  The use of a new tee, lengthening the hole to 

440 yards, made for an extremely challenging drive into a stiff 

breeze.  In the event this proved to be to our advantage as both 

Birkenhead pairs, first Hargreaves and Whitehurst and then 

Shields and Stam found the fairway.  Merchant Taylorsõ were then 

under considerable pressure and this manifested itself in wild tee 

shots and some over ambitious recovery play.  In both matches, 

Merchant Taylorsõ were forced to concede the hole and the final 

score line was a deceptively easy 2.5 to 0.5 victory to Birkenhead, 

the halved match being that of Hargreaves and Whitehurst.  

The team were mentally and physically tired but the sight of our 

captain, Marcus Stam, placing the Birkenhead School Shield on the 

clubhouse wall, looking down on those of all the other schools 

was truly memorable.  The trophy is quite unusual and we plan to 

display it at the School before returning to defend our title in 

2012. 

John Hargreaves  

Team Photo: Top Row Left to Right. John Hargreaves, 

Carl Adams, Kris Archer. Bottom Row left to right Phil 

Whitehurst, Marcus Stam, Anthony Shields  

Anthony Shields 

1991-1998 

Marcus Stam  

1993-1998 

Phil Whitehurst  

1977-1984 

Kris Archer   

1997-2002 

Carl Adams  

1987-1995 

John Hargreaves  

1973-1980 
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The School v Old Birkonians match at the beginning of September 

was won by the Old Birkonians 10-6 with a last gasp try.  After 

that, however, the School 1st XV remained undefeated for the 

rest of the half-term beating St Edwardõs 37-3, Arnold 17-7, 

Liverpool College 34-24 and St Anselmõs 19-8. 

Uniquely, last yearõs BS 1st XV captain was Nick Hearn and his 

vice-captain was Josh Corlett. This yearõs 1st XV captain is Oliver 

Hearn and his vice-captain is Sam Corlett.  The two sets of 

brothers met on opposite teams for the OB v School match. 

It was all a pink 

blur, Sir.  A referee in pink 

- he canõt be  

serious! 

L to R: Josh Corlett, Sam Corlett,  

Oliver Hearn and Nick Hearn.  

A photo taken at the OB v School match.  Any 

suggestions as to what words of wisdom, Mr Roden is 

imparting to Oliver and Nick?  

In their first match of the season, the U13 with their new coach 

Miles Pillow OB (1995-2002) who now teaches in Prep, won by 

a large margin against Arnold School, 67-0 .  Mr Pillow must 

have been well taught by the BS masters of rugby who are still 

passing on their skills today - Mr Lytollis, Mr Gill, Mr Hendry 

and Mr Roden. 

Mike Talbot  Tom Roden  

Above and below: Sightseeing  
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The Leaversõ evening started 

with a service in Chapel at 

which the Headmaster read the 

parable of the Good Samaritan. 

Below is an edited version of 

the Chaplainõs comments to 

leavers following on from this 

reading: 

Once upon a time, there were four 

people. 

Their names were Everybody, 

Somebody, Nobody and Anybody. 

Whenever there was an important 

job to be done, Everybody was sure 

that Somebody would do it. 

Anybody could have done it, but 

Nobody did it. 

When Nobody did it, Everybody got 

angry because it was Everybody's 

job. 

Everybody thought that Somebody would do it, but Nobody realized that 

Everybody wouldnõt do it. 

So in the end Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 

Anybody could have done in the first place. 

I wonder, which one you are? 

How often do we come face to face with a shocking situation and 

declare that ôtheyõ ought to do something about it? In the aftermath 

of the recent riots the cries of whose fault is it soon went up as 

everyone looked to blame someone else for not doing what they 

should have done.  They should do something about it. They arenõt 

doing their job properly. Well, I wonder, have you ever met one of 

"THEM"? We know they exist because people are always referring 

to them. It seems they are the problem solvers of the world, as in 

"THEY ought to do something". If this is the case then they are not 

doing a good job, as the world's problems seem to multiply. So if no 

one seems to have met them, and there seems to be no outcome 

to their work, do they exist at all?  

For me, the parable of the Good Samaritan does away with ôthemõ. 

Instead it requires us to substitute I or "WE", for "THEY". It then 

becomes "I" ought to do something, or "WE" ought to do 

something. Jesus asks US , thatõs you and me, to be a neighbour to 

others, to love our neighbours. Nowhere does he suggest that we 

leave this vital task to other people, to THEM. 

Pupils will be familiar with my frequent references to Martin Luther 

King. Well, Martin Luther King drew on the parable of the Good 

Samaritan in what was to be his final speech before his assassination. 

He suggested that we use our imagination a great deal to try to 

determine why the priest and the Levite didn't stop. Then Martin 

Luther King offered his own explanation. He suggested to the 

crowd listening what his own imagination told him and speculated 

that perhaps those men were afraid. He suggested that it's possible 

that the Priest and the Levite looked over at that man on the 

ground and wondered if the robbers were still around. Or perhaps 

they felt that the man on the ground was merely faking, and he was 

acting as if he had been robbed and hurt, in order to ambush them. 

So the first question that the Priest asked - the first question that 

the Levite asked was, "If I stop to help this man, what will happen to 

me?" But then the Good Samaritan came by and he reversed the 

question: "If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to 

him?" This, Martin Luther King termed dangerous unselfishness, not 

merely putting the needs of another first, but risking self in the 

process. King delivered this speech in Memphis where he had gone 

to support the sanitation workers in their plight, knowing that 

he was placing himself in considerable risk. He was assassinated 

ð now that really is dangerous unselfishness. 

This modern parable rather seems to illustrate the Good 

Samaritan: 

A man fell into a pit and couldn't get himself out.  

A subjective person came along and said, "I feel for you down 

there." 

An objective person came along and said, "It's logical that 

someone would fall down there." 

A scientist described how the pit had come to be formed. 

A mathematician calculated how he fell into the pit. 

A news reporter wanted an exclusive story on his pit. 

A politician was angry that the road was in such a bad state 

that the pit was there. 

A self-pitying person said, "You haven't seen anything until 

you've seen my pit." 

An optimist said, "Things could be worse." 

A pessimist said, "Things will get worse." 

Jesus, seeing the man, took him 

by the hand and lifted him out of 

the pit!  

During your time at School I am 

sure you have learnt many things. 

You are now going out into the 

world to start on the next phase 

of your lives. You will become 

scientists, writers, artists, lawyers, 

doctors, mathematicians and so 

on and the world needs all those 

things. But what it seems to me 

the world needs even more are 

people who, when they look 

around and see something wrong 

or a person in difficulty, they do 

something about it. They act. 

They donõt just wonder about why no-one else has acted. They 

donõt speculate on who ought to be doing something, they get 

on and do something about it themselves. School hasnõt just 

equipped you to pass exams. I hope it has placed your learning 

in a context and given you a solid foundation for life. I hope 

that through the many hours you will have spent within this 

place (Chapel) in particular, you have had the opportunity to 

reflect on the bigger picture and to develop for yourselves a 

code of behaviour and an outlook on life which you will take 

away with you and base your future behaviour, conduct and 

decision making on.  I hope that it includes the idea of love 

your neighbour as yourself because that sums up so much of 

what this School has encouraged you to value. Love of God 

and love of neighbour. If you do love your neighbour as 

yourself then, when faced with the problems in the world, 

YOU will want to do something. You wonõt just complain that 

THEY arenõt doing their jobs; rather you will make sure you do 

whatever you can. You wonõt stop to question what it will cost 

YOU but you will look at what it will cost someone else if you 

donõt do something, if you donõt help. And you wonõt be the 

one standing around working out why a problem has arisen, 

you will be the one reaching out your arm to help to resolve it. 

And if that is at cost to yourself then so be it ð thatõs what 

dangerous unselfishness is all about. 

And one final quotation from Ghandi who says it far better 

than I ever could      

Be the change you want to see in the world . 

 

Mrs L Rendle, School Chaplain  
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George Last in Year 7 has had an exciting year.  

During the summer holidays, he was on a two-day 

shoot for the Brad Pitt zombie blockbuster ôWorld 

War Zõ (based on Max Brooksõ horror novel, the film 

is due for release in December) at Londonõs Longcross 

studios. He also impressed the director Marc Forster 

during a zombie workshop and, as a result, George will 

feature more heavily in one of the scenes rather than 

just being one of the background extras. 

A few weeks later, he was back in front of the 

cameras, this time for a TV commercial for a cold 

remedy.  

Most recently, came an audition for a pop video  with 

top Indie band ôNoah and the Whaleõ.  George has just 

heard he will play a lead role as the childhood version 

of the bandõs lead singer and guitarist Charlie Fink. The 

film is destined to be broadcast round the world on 

the MTV music channel to promote the bandõs new 

single òGive It All Back.ó  

Georgeõs mother said he started acting lessons at 

Allstars Casting in Liverpool to boost his confidence 

but it has turned into a fantastic hobby which has 

provided him with some unique experiences. 

George said, òIt was great fun being on the set for the 

zombie movie and I even got to sit in the directorõs 

chair and use the clapper board to change the scene.ó 

 

George, left, with the drama prize  

that he won in Prep.  

So many of the staff at BS are prepared to go the extra mile and Debbie 

Roberts, the Headmasterõs PA, has proved to be no exception.  The other 

day she presented the Chapel with a glorious purple silk altar cloth which 

she hand-made at home.  The cloth will be used for the penitential  seasons 

of Advent and Lent and complete the set of liturgical colours which mark 

the various stages in the Churchõs year.  The Headmaster and School 

Chaplain are delighted.  Not only does the new altar cloth enhance the 

Chapel but, as Mrs Rendle pointed out, Religious Studies students need to 

know the liturgical colours so, having them on display at the proper times 

of year in School Chapel, will also provide a useful visual learning tool. 

Debbie also put her needlework skills to good use when she renewed the 

black tablecloths used for formal School events such as Prizegivings.  The 

previous cloths had long been in need of replacing but no one had wanted 

to undertake the daunting task of dismantling the intricate School crests 

from the old cloths and re-stitching them to the new.  Debbie took it in her 

stride. 

Watch out too for the new Prefects wings - the short black and red gowns 

worn by our Prefects.  Debbie has sourced material and a seamstress to 

make them up for a fraction of the price charged by  academic robemakers! 

One of the early tasks in this yearõs Bursarõs Apprentice 

competition, which is one of the Sixth Form ôBeyond 

the Curriculumõ options, was to set-up and run a car 

valeting business.  Students were 

divided into two competing 

teams.  When profits had been 

calculated, Big Alõs Car Wash (led 

by Alice Hancock) had beaten 

Soapy Suds (led by Georgina Sud-

derick).  The winning team cele-

brated with vouchers for  the 

Sixth Form snack bar, whilst after 

the boardroom inquisition, Geor-

gina was ôfiredõ.  Students, have 

since completed an investment 

task in which they were required 

to assemble a nominal £100,000 portfolio and to justify their choices to an 

Investment Manager.  We were grateful  to Mr Brian Kenny who heads 

Rathbones Liverpool office for judging this task.  The current task involves 

selling products or services at the forthcoming Bazaar ð which all goes to 

prove that itõs a varied life being in business! 

C Button, Bursar  
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Pssst!  Iõm going to tell you some secrets.  The first is that I donõt 

actually enjoy marking.  Please donõt tell any of my colleagues.  

The second is that marking maths (my subject) is a whole load 

easier than most of the marking my colleagues do (I beg you not 

to let the Head of English know this!).  Give me right or wrong 

any day ð expression, creativity and insight are not qualities 

which I understand how to measure, although I hope I can spot 

when they are either abundant or lacking. 

Fortunately, I work with teachers who, through expertise, 

experience and training, are able to make these judgements in a 

consistent and fair way.  They can discern which History essay is 

better, which literary analysis is of an ôA gradeõ standard, how a 

piece of artwork compares with the work of students in previous 

years.  They are also able to justify these judgements and explain 

them.  I know that they can do this well, because, year after year, 

our coursework marks and examination predictions have been 

very close to the final marks and grades awarded. 

Now for the third and terrible secret.  I hesitate to tell you, but 

feel that the time has come when I must.  This must be kept a 

secret because, in the wrong hands, it undermines the genuinely 

deserved achievements of our talented and hard-working 

students.  It de-values the examination success of the School.  

The third secret, which has become increasingly clear to me, is 

that the ability to discern quality and make consistent judgements 

about standards is no longer shared by the people marking for 

examination boards.  The problem has grown in recent years, but 

this summer it was shockingly bad. 

Am I saying this because I am disgruntled by this yearõs results?  

Far from it ð our students did exceptionally well and we were, 

yet again, òTop School on the Wirraló in the league tables with 

95% of our Upper Sixth getting into the university of their 

choice.  No, the truth is that the Examination Boards ð with a bit 

of prompting from us ð have exposed their own failures.  You 

would not believe the extraordinary stories of administrative 

incompetence which our very patient, efficient and long-suffering 

examinations officer, Mr Allister, has had to put up with.  Boards 

sending exam scripts to the wrong markers, papers being 

ômislaidõ in ôhead-officeõ, electronic marks being different from 

paper marks, being different again from another set of electronic 

marks ð and worse! 

But the real tragedy is in the marking itself.  When we saw some 

of this yearõs results, we were mystified.  We had students taking 

three papers in a subject and getting marks equivalent to 

A*, A*, E.  Does that not strike you as surprising?  The Examination 

Boards no longer have a process which automatically re-checks a 

result like this.  We had some subjects where the whole cohortõs 

marks varied wildly from our predictions ð with dramatic variation 

both up and down from our expectations.  Year after year our 

English GCSE results have been at least as good as the English 

Literature results (you might reasonably expect this!).  This year, 

the English results were dramatically worse than the English 

Literature results ð this was not a year group who, whilst unable to 

read, comprehend or write had a peculiar talent for getting to the 

nub of the nuances of literary masterpieces.  Fortunately we have 

learned from past experience and are prepared for this.  We have a 

team whose task is specifically to look for these anomalies and they 

got to work. 

Suffice to say that the rest of the story is long, very frustrating and 

paints the exam boards in a shameful light.  We had to apply 

considerable pressure (and risk quite a lot of our and our parentsõ 

money) to get the boards to re-mark and investigate.  I am afraid 

that in some cases, even after re-marks, we remain concerned 

about the validity of the final results and are left wondering whether 

an obstinate bureaucracy is defending injustices to conceal errors at 

the expense of a childõs future.  Some of the outcomes however 

speak for themselves.  One student, who needed three ôBõ grades to 

go to the university he had chosen was ôawardedõ BCC on results 

day.  On the very last day before the university would have given his 

place to someone else, his final re-mark came in; he now had BBB.  

8 out of our 57 History students went up by a grade.  Of the 72 

students who took English GCSE, 19 had their grade increased; 

none went down.  Please read that again.  Itõs over a quarter of the 

year group. 

This is a national disgrace.  I suspect many schools do not have the 

time, money, patience or determination to push the Exam Boards 

to correct these errors.  Iõm not trying to be political, so I wonõt 

mention òmarket modelsó, òcompetitionó, òprofitsó, òcutting 

cornersó òoutsourcingó or òon the cheapó.  Did you know that 

there are over ten different specifications of Geography GCSE?  

How can this be efficient (not really my problem)?  How can it be 

fair (very much my problem)? Is it surprising that with all of these 

exam boards, each offering multiple ôspecificationsõ, they find it hard 

to recruit competent markers?  We hear stories of university 

undergraduates marking papers ð sometimes not even in the subject 

they are studying!  Friends of mine who have been markers are 

packing it in, fed up with shifting goalposts and diabolical 

administration.  I will not be volunteering to replace them. 

R Barlow, Deputy Head  

 

Q: What is the Equator? 

A: A menagerie lion running round the earth through Africa 

Q: What does the word ôbenign ô mean? 

A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight. 

Q: How does Romeoõs character develop throughout the play? 

A: It doesnõt.  Itõs just self, self, self all the way through. 

"The Handmaid's Tale shows how patriarchy treats women as  

escape goats." 

Northern Rock's downfall was due to "the laxative enforcement policies" 

of the regulator. 

òThe Judo-Christian viewpoint is that man is the steward of the earth". 

òThe First World War was caused by the assignation of the ArchDuck by 

an anahist, ushering in a new error in the anals of human history.ó 

òQueen Victoria was the longest queen.  She sat on a thorn for 63 years.  

She was a moral woman who practised virtue.  Her death was the final 

event that ended her reign.ó 
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The new academic year has brought a new and exciting club for 

Key Stage 1 children. The Year 1 and 2 children have been offered 

the chance to take part in the ôIncredible Investigatorsõ science 

club. The club offers the children a chance to take part in many 

varied activities from creating volcanoes (see photo below) to 

making hovercrafts. The club also gives the children an opportunity 

to work towards the nationally recognised Star Award. This 

scheme has been set up by the British Science Association and 

enables children to solve science, technology, engineering, and 

maths problems through practical investigation. The activities focus 

on a mixture of practical activities and discussion, and encourage 

children to work together. 

G Mudge, Reception Class Teacher  

Tom Atherton and I attended the Salterõs Chemistry Camp at the 

end of July, held at Manchester University. We arrived by car, 

courtesy of Tomõs mum, parked and set off across the campus to 

find our accommodation.  After walking an incredibly long 

distance, we discovered that we had actually parked right outside 

our halls of residence and the building we had walked to was just 

the initial meeting place. We were introduced to the other 38 

boys and girls who were also taking part in the Chemistry Camp 

and then, grumbling a little, set off to walk back to our halls.  

Over the next few days, we were separated into 4 groups, and 

tasked with making unusual things - light that did not produce any 

heat, solutions that changed colour after a set amount of time, 

making paracetamol (although our recipe would probably have 

killed someone!) and setting off a few flashes and bangs along the 

way.  

The staff treated us well and we got to know a lot of the other 

people on the course, mostly through the in-jokes which were rife 

during the camp. We had talks about different materials, including 

a vivid practical involving a thermite reaction and Shape Memory 

Alloys. We also had social nights and one evening went 10-pin 

bowling.  When we departed from Manchester, grumbling as we 

had to walk another great distance to where Tomõs mum had 

parked, we agreed the camp had been enlightening and we had 

made new friends with people from all over the country.                  

           Kevin Wong  

The experience I gained when I attended the Salterõs Chemistry 

Course at Manchester University last Summer is unrivalled - it 

was fun and it also made me consider a number of new chemistry-

related careers that hadnõt occurred to me. It improved my 

knowledge of chemistry and it was a great honour to be selected 

for the course, so I would like to thank all the staff who made it 

possible for me to go there.                               Tom Atherton  

It was great to be selected by the School to attend a Salter's 

Chemistry camp as I have always been interested in science. The 

experience not only opened my eyes to the opportunities studying 

chemistry opens, but to what university life is like. While I was 

there, I did experiments ranging from making paracetamol to 

creating my own paints to enter in a competition. I am proud to 

say that the "masterpiece" (though maybe Mr Blain would 

disagree) I created with my paints was awarded a commendation! 

It was a great way to meet like-minded people and also those with 

little common sense who seemed oblivious to the dangers of 

s p i l l i n g  ac i d  w h i l s t  c o n d u c t in g  e xpe r im e n t s .                                                         

            Conor OõSullivan 
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Match 1:  Birkenhead School 158 for 9  (Hillyer 39; Sturgess 

20)     Xenorn Academy (Guyana) 146 all out (Roden 3 for 33; O. 

Hearn  3 for 17) 

                   Won by 12 runs 

Match 2:   Birkenhead School 135 for 6 (Roden 35; Hind 25 n.o.; 

O. Hearn 23)   Lodge School 130 all out (Roden 3 for 29; Quinn 2 

for 7; Talbot 2 for 26) 

                   Won by 4 wickets 

Match  3:   Match abandoned without a ball being bowled 

Match 4:  Birkenhead School 249 for 7 (Bainbridge 62; Lamb 48; 

Hind 42; Hillyer 43) Alexandra School 177 all out (Griffiths 3 for 

30; O. Hearn 3 for 30; Watkins 2 for 14) 

                  Won by 72 runs 

Match 5: Birkenhead School 177 all out (Hind 48, Hillyer 21) 

Wanderers 147 all out (Griffiths 3 for 21; Talbot 2 for 14) 

                   Won by 30 runs 

Match 6:  Birkenhead School 160 all out (Hind 52; Hillyer 24 n.o.) 

Welshes 114 for 8 (O. Hearn 3 for 46; Quinn 2 for 17) innings 

incomplete due to rain 

     Won by 26 runs (under D/L) 

(Reports on the first two matches appeared in the joint Summer In 

Focus/Bulletin).              

Having battled hard to achieve victories in their first two matches 

the first team squad were disappointed to see torrential rain 

prevent a ball being bowled in their third scheduled fixture. 

Fortunately, the weather improved and  the match against 

Alexandra School in Speightstown (team coached by former test 

player Carlisle Best) was played in glorious sunshine. 

Will Lamb won his first toss  in seven attempts and elected to bat 

first on a fast, hard wicket that looked full of runs. With the grass 

cut shorter than for previous matches, and a small boundary on 

one side, it was imperative to achieve a big score to be 

competitive. Although they had to come through a hostile opening 

spell, a combination of positive (almost reckless) running between 

the wickets, and the occasional big shot, saw Will Lamb and Tom 

Bainbridge put on 111 for the first wicket (the highest this season). 

After being run out and bowled respectively, Alex Hind and Joe 

Hillyer (promoted up the order) maintained the momentum by 

scoring 70 in 6 overs. Although wickets were lost more regularly 

towards the end, a total of 249 in 40 overs was a fine effort. At 88 

for no wicket in 14 overs (with two Barbados U16  players at the 

wicket), our opponents were in a strong position to go on and win 

the game. However, after both fell to pressure catches in the deep 

(both taken by Patrick Benc), wickets began to fall at regular 

intervals as a succession of batsman lost their patience. Leg 

spinner Ollie Hearn and medium pacer Alex Griffiths shared 6 

wickets as the accuracy of their line, combined with razor sharp 

fielding, proved too much. Although a couple of big hits 

followed, Alex Watkinsõ change of pace saw him claim the last 

two wickets to seal a comfortable victory. 

Match 4 saw us return to the Wanderers (one of the better 

equipped grounds on the island) and fortunately, though very 

humid, the weather was better than or our washed out practice 

session at the start of the tour. With word of our success 

getting round the island, the club side had drafted in some 

reinforcements and were led by the 21 year old son of Malcolm 

Marshall. Sent in on a slow wicket, scoring was likely to prove 

difficult, particularly as the boundaries were long. After a steady 

start, a slip whilst attempting a short single led to Tom 

Bainbridge being run out. Will Lamb and Tom Roden were both 

caught by the wicket keeper following loose drives and we were 

suddenly 49 for 3. Ollie Hearn and Alex Hind set about 

rebuilding the innings but two poor calls within a couple of 

overs led to both Ollie and Patrick Benc being run out. Cameos 

from Alex Watkins and Joe Hillyer gave us some momentum but 

a late flurry of wickets saw us bowled out for 177 in the last of 

our 35 overs. Once again our opponents came out with a 

positive intent but a combination of dreadful running and 

excellent outfielding by Harry Sturgess led to both openers 

being run out. With Dan Quinn also picking up an early wicket, 

we were making inroads in to the batting line up. With the 

Barbados Schoolsõ U16 opener (batting four)  and captain 

Marshall at the crease, it looked set for a tight finish but 

terrifically disciplined spells from Ollie Hearn, Tom Roden and 

Alex Griffiths (who took 3 wickets) dried up the scoring 

opportunities and, with Mike Talbot chipping in with 

two  important wickets, the innings petered out. The 30 run 

winning margin was relatively comfortable in the end. 

Our final game saw us travel to Welshes Cricket Club, who 

seemed intent in playing a 15 man squad of all ages (one 

Rastafarian had clearly left school at least one decade earlier). 

The pitch looked uneven and had plenty of rough grass left on it 

but, once we had removed the broken glass from the popping 

crease, we were ready to start. With rain forecast for later in 

the day we opted to bat first.  After a quiet start,  24 year-old 

Barbardos Premier League bowler was brought in to the attack. 

Fast, accurate and aggressive, he proved to be a real handful, 

particularly on a pitch that had irregular bounce. Although all the 

batsmen battled hard, he was unplayable for much of his spell 

(Ollie Hearn and Patrick Benc were dismissed by two 

ôpearollersõ)and we did well to limit him to 4 for 16 off his 7 

overs. Nevertheless at 57 for 5 we were in serious trouble and 

a re-building job was required if we were going to post any sort 

of competitive total. Fortunately, Alex Hind and Alex Watkins 

showed great commonsense and with good running and 

judicious hitting (from Hind) they put together a 65 run 

partnership in 11 overs. However, two poor run-outs led to a 

disappointing end to the innings and, despite Joe Hillyerõs 

quickfire 24 not out, we were bowled out in the final over for 

only 160 runs. This looked 30-40 runs too few and, with short 

boundaries square of the wicket, we knew that we would 

probably have to bowl out our opponents to win the game. 

With the sky darkening and rain visible in the distance, the 

second innings started with a flurry of action. The beefy opener 

crashed two boundaries in the opening over before holing out 

to a good catch in the deep. Similarly, his partner hit a six into 

the road but then was caught attempting a second big hit, giving 

Dan Quinn his second wicket. With their intentions obvious and 

the scoreboard rattling along, we went for the spin option after 

only 3 overs. Although not an immediate success, we gradually 

came more into the game. Although runs continued to flow, 
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wickets were also falling at regular intervals. As pitch black clouds started to 

engulf the ground, 4 overs were played in heavy drizzle. With Welshes on 

114 for 8, the heavens opened and play was quickly abandoned, leaving 

Birkenhead the winners by 27 runs (by D/L calculations) . 

A clean sweep of victories represents a considerable achievement, 

particularly as the opposition was strong in each case and there were 

periods during every match when we looked second favourites to win. In 

testing conditions, Will Lamb managed his roles as captain, wicket-keeper 

and opening batsmen brilliantly, whilst the team spirit and togetherness of 

the whole squad was superb. Alex Hind was a deserving winner of the 

ôOutstanding Playerõ award for his impressive and mature batting 

throughout, though Tom Roden, Ollie Hearn, Joe Hillyer and Alex Griffiths 

were other notable performers. Most of all, however, it was the ground 

fielding, catching and composure under pressure that made the difference in 

many of the games, as our opponents often had more talented individuals. 

Great credit and considerable thanks must go to coach Graeme Rickman, 

whose insistence on high standards throughout the year paid real dividends 

whenever tight situations arose. It is fair to say that the team exceeded 

expectations and all the lads should be proud of their contribution to a great 

tour.                                                                                      P Lindberg  

When we are about to break up for the summer 

holidays, the excitement level is always sky high but, for 

the 1st Team Netball Squad, it was stratospheric this 

year! We were going on tour to Barbados!! 

We had been training all season and playing hard to be 

rewarded with two weeks in Barbados, along with the 

BS Senior Cricketers.  We knew we would be facing 

tough opposition on tour, so every match we played on 

home territory gave us more experience and developed 

our game.   

When we arrived in Barbados, it wasnõt the white 

beaches and bright blue sea that surprised us but the 

incredibly high temperatures - and we realised we would 

have to play netball in this heat!   A little different from 

back home. 

Our first match was against the Silver Hill Raiders which 

was an experience, to say the least.  We arrived at the 

õclubõ to find that it was actually a netball court rigged up 

in the middle of a small village.  A few of us even had to 

ask the locals if we could go into their houses to use the 

toilet.  This first match gave us a good idea of how we 

would cope with the Barbadian climate.  It was early 

evening but still the temperature was much higher than 

we were used to playing in.  We eventually lost 23-8 and 

put it down to not being quite acclimatized at that stage.  

We determined to make the most of the training 

sessions we had planned. 

The next training session proved its worth in the next 

match against the Checker Hall Braves which resulted in 

a 12-12 draw.  The setting for this match was more like 

the club set-ups we were used to in Britain and, even 

though a large number of locals came to support the 

opposition, this draw gave us the confidence we needed 

for the subsequent matches. 

We won our next two matches against Newbury Ballers 

(16-15) and Unity Stars (17-15) respectively.  After these 

games, when we arrived back at our hotel, we jumped 

straight in the pool. 

Our 5th match against Coleridge and Parry team was a 

loss, 20-14, despite us fighting back hard.  We didnõt 

want to write home about any more defeats, we were in 

a determined spirit for the next match against NSC Dev 

Squad.  Our 33-6 win was the best score of the tour.  

We were all thrilled and knew that our final match the 

following day would be of a similar standard so we stood 

a good chance of finishing the tour on a real high.   

We played well and got the result we wanted against the 

Culting Team, 31-9.  This match was a special highlight 

because we mixed up our players, all changing to play 

the opposite position from our normal one and still 

managing to win by a fantastic margin.  Miss Swift 

shouted to our inexperienced goal shooters ôDonõt 

shoot!õ and advised it should be left to one of the 

regulars, but she was ignored on this occasion, getting 

the response ôNo miss, Iõm going to do it!õ AND they got 

the results! 

All too soon, it was time to come home.  We had been 

worried at the start of the tour that our results wouldnõt 

be good but with 2 losses, 1 draw and 4 wins, we were 

very pleased.  However, the results could not have been 

achieved without the hard work and effort of the whole 

team.  I hope BS will repeat the tour in future years for 

the next generation 1st Team. 

Alice Hancock, 1st Team Captain  

Results: 

Birkenhead 69 for 9 (Gorman 22) Inch Marlow 68 for 8 (Talbot 2 for 5, 

Billington 3 for 8, Stokoe 2 for 13)  Won by 1 wicket 

Birkenhead 69 all out (Bainbridge 49 n.o.)  Bankõs Brewery Juniors 154 for 

5  Lost by 85 runs 

Birkenhead DNB Foundation 22 for 0 Match Abandoned 

Birkenhead 101 all out (N. Hearn 26)  Coleridge and Parry 146 for 3  Lost by 

45 runs 

Birkenhead 114 all out (Stokoe 31)  Grantly Adams 116 for 1   Lost by 9 

wickets 

Birkenhead 61-3 (Gorman 30 n.o., Stokoe 21 n.o.) Princess Margaret School 

54 (Billington 6-6, Gorman 2-2) Won by 7 wickets. 

The Second XI had a mixed tour in terms of results (see details above) but it 

is fair to say that they faced very strong opposition on occasions. The 

Barbadian opposition were athletic in the field, explosive hitters with the bat 

and had a number of extremely fast and hostile fast bowlers. For example, 

against Bankõs Brewery Juniors the first ball flew at least a foot over the head 

of Tom Bainbridge (who stands at six foot four inches), the bowler having 

started his run up just inside the boundary! 

Outstanding performances with the bat came from Tom Bainbridge who, in 

the same first match, was left high and dry on 49 not out. Joe Gorman played 

consistently well and Alastair Stokoe just did what he does best ð hit the ball 

long and hard. His peppering of a car, a bus stop and a farmer in his field 

against Grantly Adams will live long in the memory. The fielding was 

generally good and both Joe Gorman and Fred Billington bowled extremely 

well, with the latter claiming 6-6 in the last match ð a fitting end to his school 

cricket career. He was duly named Second XI player of the tour on the 

awards night. 

Overall, the tour was a huge success and one enjoyed by everyone. The 

humour in the team was infectious and the boys played their cricket hard and 

fair, but always with a smile on their faces. It was a real privilege to be with 

them and I can honestly say that they represented the School in an 

exemplary fashion.                                                              Martin Roden  
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This Yearõs Leavers Ben Attwood and Graham Williams, along with Tom 

Hallett (2010) went to St Jamesõs Palace last month to receive their Gold 

Duke of Edinburghõs Awards from the Earl of Wessex.  

The guest presenter was Paul Wood, a prop with Rugby League side 

Warrington Wolves.  The day felt very special to both the boys and their 

parents. The Earl of Wessex asked Graham about curling, the sport he 

took up for the physical activity part of the Award.  Grahamõs enjoyment 

and success in his new sport was featured in the June edition of IF. 

Graham also got to sit in front of the same fireplace where William and 

Kate stood to announce their engagement. 
Grahamõs mum says he has settled well in London where he is studying 

Medical Biotechnology. He has joined clubs for volleyball, badminton and 

hockey. At East London Hockey Club, he was pleasantly surprised to 

bump into Matthew Thomas, a Leaver in 2009, who umpires at the Club 

and plays in their Second Team (Matthew is also Sports Officer for the 

Royal College of Mines, where he is an undergraduate).  

Graham is also enjoying his course and, so far, his results have been 

good. The Stratford Campus, it seems, is a great place to watch the   

build-up for the 2012 Olympics unfold. And he has already passed the 

first two interview stages to work for the Olympic Park during the 

games. He has still to have an identification check to complete the 

process.  Congratulations to Jack 

Hussey who passed his 

LAMDA ( London Academy 

of Music and dramatic Art) 

Acting Solo Grade 5 with 

distinction.  The examination 

assesses the performerõs 

interpretative and technical 

skills and knowledge of the 

performance process. 

Tom Hallett and Graham Williams, with a proud 

Mr Hallett smiling in the background.  

Left: Ben Attwood 

and Graham after 

the presentation.  

The invitation  


