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were delicious!

i feti me
Birthday.
We had a vibrant, spectacular and breattaking array of costumes
with staff and children representing Romans, Egyptians, Norman
Tudors, Stuarts, Victorians, Edwardians, The Forties, The Fiftig
he Sixties, The Seventiesé..
With Nursery and Prérep providing a delightful glimpse of the -sa
Future,we were all ready for the off!! -
It was a truly magnificent parade around School Field with som ;‘ =
lucky spectators from Overdale cheering us on as well as hundre¢
of mums, dads, grannies and grandpas. We eventually assembl|e™s

or a

| ast

Sue Williams, one of our Catering team, spend three days baking and ici
six magnificent birthday cakes, which the children (and the Editor) thoug

rendi ti on

to

of

a REALLY happy day and one which none of us Who took part i
are ever likely to forget.

Prep Pageant 2010

By Friday, 18 October, the excitement in Prep had grown to epigss
proportions. The day of our Prep Pageant had finally dawned. Eve’
man, woman and child in Prep was to be afforded the onaea-
opportunity

dr est

OHapp

VERY loud cheers before a trg@danting ceremony on the lawn of
Old School House.
The excitement did not end there as it was followed by bus ride
for the boys and girls in Junior Prep on a 1948 Birkenhea€
Corporation doubledecker. We had a whale of a time being
transported around Claughton and Oxtorwith our very own bus |
conductor providing tickets and ringing the bell for the excursion.
There were then fun and games for all before the commencemer,
of the Maglc shows which were truly astounding.

J A Skelly
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The School is pleased t
welcome Mrs Lesley Rendl
BSc as its new Chaplain.Mrs
Rendle is a Reader, license
by the Diocese of Worcester i
2002.

Originally from the Wirral ant
a Birkenhead High School gir.
she was first a Social Worke
in Birkenhead before moving
to Worcestershire in 1994 and
into teaching in a College ©
Further Education. In 1999
she became
Chil drends
Worcester Diocese. Thi

S . .. involved supporting parishes
Touraid is a national charity . :
which raises the funds and in the work of the church wit

organises rugby tours for young people. Much of her

children from deprived worK was In schools

~ backgrounds all over the world. particularly Chgrch Schools.
At the same tlmeB Mrs_Rendle undertook the -2ear part
namen

This year s t Qine" cBufse' Fun thé Biotese to become a Readeit
' children from Thailand (who . - y
Y were hosted by Birkenhead involved training Ie_d by_both clergy and lay people and some
School and Caldy RUFC) SierrCollege based (e5|dent|al wgekends. _ o
Leone Swaziland an ' "f\‘/lrg Rendle believes that children have an innate spirituality
Botswa'na taking part g > 7 . = : wh!ch represents the fundamental building blocks upon
Organising our tour Was by n | WhICh faith can be nurtured and that one of the challenges
means an easy task. In factagh is to help chl!dren ar_ld young people to develop appropriate
for somebody who h-as neveT= Iaqguag_e W|th whl_ch they epr(_)re and express thgt
played a lead role ir | spl_ntuallty. Th.|s_sp!r|tual anguage is not something that is
organising any event, it wa: unique to Christianity and is of value to young people of_aII
positively intimidating1 It Wa; faiths and to those_ \_/vho _have none. An ablllt_y to recognise
a steep learning curv.e' ther; and express the sp|r|tu_al is what makes us uniquely human.
are things that never oécur tc As the School Chaplain she has a Chapel or Assembly duty
. ; every day and Evensong on Sunday during term time.
you until someone else asks if

Themes are f)ahsel\d on the Church seasons, topicatl) issues
i

youbve done it and every ti me onaIBa|§/s né’Weel?sre?g.ﬁ%)é}ry a(g/p

something else comes up. However, the result was that te@ngzz%oue(’jI?Followin on from the UN Dav of World Pea?;gd
oR V¥1 ol N9 Y

orphans from Mahamek Childre ng1e children iWSrep spent eah%lpule(rrﬁt inking\'\é\ﬁdrtaﬁ‘kinga"b |

to come to the UK and stay n the homes of some of our Year about peace and recently she has started looking with them
pupils (a_ huge thanks to their parents who Ioo_ked a_fter ther_n).at the saints depicted in the stained glass of the Chapel
They enjoyed at least 4 games of rugby and in their free tIm(\?\/indows and how they have influenced religion and our
were treated to bowling, a trip to Liverpool FC stadium and sper}%ith

time doing activities in School, not least trying to scale thel.he Chaplain is looking forward to getting a aroup of
climbing wall. It was an enriching experience for all those P 9 9 9 group

) . ; Students together to give their feedback on the Chapel
involved, despite the language barrier, and a testament to th ; . .

iy . ) ervices and to encourage them to develop their own ideas
adaptability and open mindedness that children can demonstrate, ; o~

. for services and assemblies in the future.

when adults give them the room to express themselves.
The fundamental meaning of the tour was driven home 10 N —
near the end. As | was about to drive them to them back to themoment. This School has done a very good thing. Everyone
airport, the host parents and their children came to see off their who contributed should be very proud.
new friends and there was not a dry eye to be seen. The bond A. Sheldon
that had been formed between these people from completelyMoney is still being collected to cover the costs of
different backgrounds transcends the distance that nowTour ai dds 2010 joint venture
separates them. 0Tour for a \aed¢hkeSchodl.r i ends for a |ifeti me
Touraid motto. | did not quite believe this could be true until that

™

0
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Bumxesuean Scuoot BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL

i | BIRKENHEAD | "o

o1
L %% - 2010

ScHOOL

PICTORIALHISTORY
Part 2

il 1960 ~2010 EETE

Part 2 of the School's history to celebrate the 150th Anniversary is the same
size and high quality hardback book as part 1 - A4 size with 128 pages.
However, Part 2 is in full colour where applicable - yet still retails at £10.

As in Part 1, Part 2 is in chronological order with at least two pages per
School year and over 600 photographs of the scholars, teachers, sports teams,
CCF, buildings, Centenary Pageant, the visit of HRH The Earl of Wessex and
other events. Many photographs of the Prep are included.

TURTLES the two yellowbellied turtles in Mr— Part 1 1860 1960 is still available and we have decided to reduce the price

Brittonds Ilab are waitplsPo8k 10 f50 bip BRI Bak be ofd@ed on the form below.
guess their names. If you think you know

what they might be email your answers to Mr

Turtles and Squash

S Clal’k SWC@birkenheadschool.co.l)k Only Plc”c PFlNT = \.mc: ------------------------------------------------
One guess per pUp” per term. The Wlnnel’ Wl” Adgrs§Q. A AN A RSN E NS RN NN RE SN A NS AN NN AN NN NN A AN SN NN RN NN REEEEE

recelve a Sma” prlze, House p0|nts and an SN NI NI NN NI NI NI EE NI NN NI EE NN F NSRS EE RN NN
invitation to meet the turtles. Clues will begin  Please send the following books to the above address:-

to appear if nobody guesses the names by POSTAGE Part 1 @% Part2 @ £10
Friday 3 December. Posted within the UK: +£350 p&p* =£8.50 =£13.50

(Editords tip: Mr Bri tghy@dAinfadi d Yy osgy ngepcd t-ogpal olokl-gy7 [
at their feet to find out what gender they are.) Other Countries Airmail: + £11 p&p * =¢16 [ J=£1 [

O AIRAE ¢ =u6 [J-
SQUASH LADDER & KNOCKOU e e e o o in the b T —

ease tick the book/s you wish to order in the boxes above
COMPETITION 1 will be starting a  * P&P for 2 books: UK £4.50 / Europe Airmail £10 /
School squash ladder for anyone in Year 9 or  Other Countries Airmail £20 / Other Countries Surface £12

above interested in taking part. Please email | enclose a cheque for book/s (including p&p) made payable to
Mr S Clark, if you would like to play squash as  1y14 Birkonian Society' 'l-'o. tal: £

part of the inter House competitions. Please Send above form and cheque to: Archives Birkenhead School
give an indication of your level of play (e.g.

beginner, regular player, competition player ~° beresford Road Oxton Wirral CH43 2JD
etc.). Elementary coaching will be available Both books can also be purchased from the School Office in the Lodge

for anyone who is new to the game.
S Clark

Maghnificent Nine!

Boys from Birkenhead School played an important part in ___
the Oxton Cricket and Sports Club Under 11 cricket squad
for the 2010 season. The team played in the Wirral Junior
Cricket League and won the Under 11 League Cup after

completing the season undefeated.

.

Photo L to R: —
Back Row: Tom Corran, Callum Andrews (holding the Cup), =
Christopher Ewart, Tom Wimpenny.

Front Row: Jack Chapman, Callum Gorman, Harry Mills,

Lewis Astbury, Charlie Robertson.

N
-

bH
I’
150 years .

Reasons to celebrate e et WAL ] 1 N Apre= S el It Pt o, T ety
Reasnns to celebrate .. T e g i S iy T o)
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Year 9 Outdoor Pursuits Trip to Snowdonia

Donot you just |l ove Monday mor

September maybe wasndt the bes
adrenaline, blood pumping adventure. Still, we dragged ourselves out
bed and, half asleep, onto a coach.

Once we reached the mountains of Snowdonia, our activities beg:
straight away with an abseil down the sides of an old slate mine. Tt
butterflies in our stomachs multiplied as we waited anxiously until

was our turn to descend the cliff. It sounded simple to abseil down a 3
foot cliff, but when you stand at the edge looking down below, 30 fe¢
seems like 300 feet! Slowly but surely and before you know it, it is ¢
over and you wish you could abseil down the quarry once more.

Af ter a good nightds sl eep, w
challenge yet, climbing Mount Snowdon. Each of our groups to
different routes up, some harder than others. After wrapping up warml
we set off but, after just a few minutes, we had already built up a swe
and were stripping off our layers. After several hours of tiring climbin
we reached the peak. After all that effort, it seemed right that we wer,
the people standing in the highest position in all of England and Walé¢
at 1085m above sea level. However, getting to the top was literally o

half of it. Despite begging to be allowed to take the train back down, w
began our 2footed descent and finally arrived back at oul
accommodation with blistered feet and sore legs.

The final day of the trip was spent raft building in a local lake. We we
given a few planks of wood, 4 barrels and some rope, and, with that, v
wer e expected t o create somet h
learning the rope techniques, we were set the challenge of collect mul
coloured balls set out on the lake and bring them back to shore. Th
sounded simple, but rowing, collecting and fighting off nifty saboteur
was easier said than done.

Overall, this was a couple of d

| had the added privilege of climbing the tallest mountain in Englan
and Wal es, which is something t
experiences brought the year group together and we learnt ar
experienced new things. A highly enjoyable trip, even if | did ret

home with blisters! Lewis Tran
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volley ball. For those less adventurous, there was a walk.

On one of the days the cadets were free and took the opportunity
to visit the Eden Project which they thoroughly enjoyed. They
were given an introductory talk about the project and then
allowed to wander around at leisure. They would have happily
spent more than a day there because there were many handa
projects to try. Although the cadets had to endure very inclement
weather conditions on the last day, they all came home smiling!

-~

50.markS§*Sesquicenicnary

It seems that 1860 was an auspicious year. Not only dig
Birkenhead School open its doors for the first time but alsc
the Army Cadet Force movement began in schools. Later
become known as the Officer Training Corps and in 194¢
changed its name to the Combined Cadet Force, which it ha
remained to this day. E
As part of the CCF&s 150 Yeadf
cadets from Birkenhead School and Upton Hall School wer “
selected from 28 North West contingents to take part in thelgs ch
central national celebration in London on 30th June. The ('
cadets were CSM John Walshyickle, Sgt Alex Macaulay, Cp %
Charlotte Langan, LCpl Stacey Dobbs and Cpl Charlotte.
Macaulay. With the Red Arrows flying overhead and alongsidk > .
5,000 other cadets from all over the British Isles, they
paraded from Horse Guards down The Mall to finish a
Wellington Barracks, where they were placed in a mixed guargas ‘

to be piped over to Buckingham Palace where they formed St Maughan summer camp
guard of honour for Prince Charles and the Duchess c . "4 2V .

Cornwall. e . s P
The day before, the cadets had been at RAF Uxbridge, home
the Queends Colour Squadron
ensure no one was Oout of st
Some of the parents and the Contingent Commander, Sgn Lc¢
Neil Frowe, and his wife were invited as guests to the garde
party at Buckingham Palace after the parade. Amazingly bo
our cadets and their parents were selected to meet His Roy3
Highness because Prince Charles is Colonel in Chief of t
Mercian Regiment, to which our CCF is affiliated, and ha
spotted our cap badges.
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day and one of the cade
was even heard to say that this was the pinnacle of his Schog . ( =t
career! '
Summer Camp

This yeards camp was hel d a(CadétéSn%ﬂhﬂﬂé?\hnuél@orﬁﬁéﬁti@ﬁva" wher

some thirty cadets from Upton Hall and Birkenhead School

attended.  Captain Alan Joseph led the trip and wad his was held from 188 20 September at Altcar Ranges. The
accompanied by Sqn Leader Neil Frowe, Mr Paul Paxton froffidets performed magnificently, given the appalling weather
Upton Hall and the School Staff Instructor, WO1 Lee Osborneconditions over the weekend. Just up the road from us the
The journey down took some six hours but it was worth ©outhport Air Show was cancelled, but our cadets carried on
because the programme was an interesting mix of militar@nd achieved a second in the Montgomery and third in the
adventure training and culture. The military training wag-alling Plate.  Charlotte Langan once again took the Best
mostly based on army tactics which included paiinalling, Fémale Cadet trophy.

firing at targets inside and over buildings and section attacksBiennial Inspection

in open fields. The cadets went onto ranges where they Werg) - piennial inspection was on 3 November and held at HMS
fortunate enough to fire the Light Support Weapon and aigagiet Albert Dock, Liverpool as the Conducting Officer was

rifles in a close quarter battle. On the adventure trainingsom the Navy this year. A report will follow in the next edition of
cadets were offered canoeing, kayaking, raft building anqg

Photos: N Frowe

Capn Alan Joseph, School Staff Instructor O C (Army)
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Assessment Camp (HIPAC) (U15 & U17) or the England
1st XI Hockey team makes progress  Hockey Futures cup eHFc) uis & uts)
In Tier 1 competition the JRPCs are grouped into four
Our inaugur al game of the s eadustars of dlsee. alani Ties L adihity, players will Bea y
School where the team played together for the first time. After aselected to represent their cluster squad at Tier 2.These
shaky start, the half time score stoodatd t o Me r ¢ h a duster Tsqgugds are safled the Saxon Tigers, the Pennine
After ironing out some issues with our defensive play at half time,Pumas, the Wessex Leopards and the Mercia Lynx.
we managed to avoid conceding any more goals and, in factThe combination of training and competition allows players
managed to score 4 more goals, to give a final score of52 The to develop in a variety of situations and ensures that they
team had worked better together in the second half, with anare assessed in more than just the competition
improved positioning of players on the field and sharper ballenvironment.
transfers. Postmatch analysis highlighted the fact that the whole We wish them every success in the tournament and hope
team needed to improve its core skills and fitness. they can go on and gain further selection at representative
The next match was against areveOl d Bi r k on iMark Batemah,eHockey Goach t e
attitude, despite the torrential rain, was professional and, after the
warm-up started the match off at a great pace. The opposition, H 1 H
wielding much stronger individuals, proved to be a tough J ess I Ca S blg Wa I k
encounter for the team. Periods of_good play, however, were_shortIn the summer Jessica Roone
lived because of a lack of overall fithess. Also, poor defending N Recention ioined her Auntit
the pitch allowed the OId Birkonians numerous scoringN. ecep J
. ' ikki in Meols and walked the
opportunities. The final score stood at-8 but the team learned last two miles with Nikki whc
some good lessons from the matcfi a need to improve their core ;
. ; . . was completing a marathor,
skills and to build up their defensive strategy and teamwork. ; ! :
. . 240-milewalk from Bristol to
The next match was against local rivals Calday Grange Gramm% . ~
. oreton,vi a Of f ad
School. After seeing the ® team lose, the Bt team were keen not .
. ; ) around Liverpool Bay.
to follow suit. During the first quarter, both teams were evenly . o .
. ! Auntie Nikki had worked i
matched, with no shots on goal being converted. Then w . .
. ganda and whilst workin
conceded a scrappy goal because of a defensive error. In the[
; ) here met John Bosc
remainder of the first half, we gave away two penalty corners from
which the opposition scored. This proved to us that our defensive
set pieces needed a lot of practice. At half time, our we discussec
ways to i mprove the teamds bal i s
in a goal early into the second half. A final goal was conceded
again due to lack of fithess and poor core skills. Once again th
team will learn from the encounter.

Tom Betts and Alex Catterall.

Representation regional hockey team

Joe Hillyer and Patrick Benc have recently gained selection to pla
for the Pennine Pumasd the regional team of the North of
England. They took part in the England Hockey Futures Cup whic
saw the Pennine Pumas take on Mercia Lynx (Midlands), Saxo
Tigers (South West) and the Wessex Leopards (South East) wi
the winner being crowned national champions. Although the
Pennine Pumas didndt win the
experience. To be sel ected
achievement because the players have come through the Ne
England Hockey Single System. This is designed to improve t
quality of coaching and thus create better players. It emphasises
core technical skills, fithess and conditioning.

3%

B
Photo above: John Tusingwire
Photo below: Jessica and Nikki finish the walk on
Moreton shore.

usingwire, who comes from Bwindi where the mountain
orillas live. There he runs a successful project helping local
eople to learn how to grow crops both to provide for
Ehemselves and to earn money by selling their produce to the
ourist industry. John is also planting thousands of trees to
?Qgenerate the hillsides.

The players have been attending their local Junior Region
Performance Centre, a training centre for the U15, U16, U17 an
U18 age groups. After the 2002010 season, the Centre will be
open to anyone who has successfully come through assessmen
from a Junior Academy Centre (JAC) or who has previously be
involved in National Age Group Squads (NAGS) activitieAfter ast year John was fortunate_enough to_gai lace_at
gttht ending a JAC, a JRPC is t llﬁhi?/ersipy?oxs{udy 3gtric%IRJre, 2 Iaegr e'\/v%ichqv{/ﬁq %creg)sa«[e 8
athway. qis knowledge and enable him to help his local community

JRPCs provide regular training sessions during which players wi ;
receive high level coaching on the core skills of hockey from JRP ven more. Alone, he W:S unable to Sag lthe fees and his

. A . ami | failed to | thedr
coaches, with addi tiona ! I n p uflﬁndqu;fis{ngcya'}tl]d thlglﬂe(flplofafaﬂnﬂy ar#d| (?rignléis(,e t¥|e?/ ﬁave%(?t n
Contracted Coaches (CCCsT.here are two tiers of JRPC activity: him through the first year at Kampala University. Nikki is

Tier 10 a phase of training followed by two days of competition d : ; 4
. o . . etermined to see him through the rest of his degree.
Tier 26 a phase of training followed by either a High PerformanceDonationS to:nicola.rooney@bristol.ac.uk
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Remember the summer's cricket highlights?

Following the unprecedented achievements of the 2008 siXI Season Highlights included:

side and the subsequent departure of virtually a whole team to5 Hundredsd 2 for James Hassall (Captain) (100 n.o. v Blue
pastures new, the 2009 season vyielded only 3 victories.Coat School, Liverpool and 121 v Foyle and Londonderry, with
However, it enabled a number of youngsters to gain experiencene each for William Lamb (102 v UC, Alex Hind (104 in 44
of the standard required at first team level and this balls v 40 Club) and Ashley Davis (101 n.o. v Blue Coat School,
undoubtedly contributed to the unexpected success of thisLiverpool).

yeards squad. A record of ASwashtucklsg 91 6.d Qff 43 balilsp by Jod Hillyef tdo seture r
represents a significant improvement and bodes well for thevictory in the final match of the season against King Edward VII
future. and Queen Mary School, Lytham.

James Hassall took over the Captaincy in the early part of théA valiant hardhitting 61 by Tom Bills in our narrow defeat to
season, and a young group of players responded positively ttder c hant Tayl orsd School, Cr os
his calm and encouraging manner. Opening the batting, he ledComposed and skilful batting from James Hassall (71) and
from the front, scoring over 500 runs at an average of nearlyAshley Davis (41 n.0.) to secure a victory against the MCC.

40. He was ably supported by wicket keeper William Lambfom Bi |l |l sds magni ficent sl ip
(next yeards captain) who scldhree Ki agédrs &S50 oounsChegt dra.l en
U16 altrounders Ashley Davis and Oliver Hearn. Tom Bills,Joeat r i ¢ k Benc6s 4 for 8 and
Hillyer and Alistair Stokoe all struck the ball well and made(helped by a haréhitting innings from Alistair Stokoe) on hisst
match winning contributions at different times, though allthreet eam debut , to see us home
would be disappointed with the manner of some of their Chester.

dismissals. Star U15 performers Patrick Benc, Harry Sturgesfs hl ey Davi sds opening spel!/l
and Alex Watkins played in the majority of games andbowled 2 of their top 3 batsmen and had another dropped.
although only Patrick performed to his true potential on aResults Summary

regular basis, all three are crucial to our future prospects. P15 W9 L6 DO 1 match cancelled due to bad weather

A strong start and finish (we won 4 of the first 6, and 4 of the

last 5 fixtures) to the season accounted for our success andPlease visitwww.birkenheadschool.co.ukor match details

there were some fine performances during these periods,Finally, on behalf of all the students and staff involved in
particularly our batting displays in posting big totals againstschool cricket, | would like to thank Graham Rickman for the
Ulster champions Foyle and Londonderry, the MCC and UC§mne and energy he put into coaching the teams of all age

London. However, against S%lrgh?)sth?sfses%nur tradltloanLindBe$gatur
batl shen failed t us e g

Opponentsdé, the top order 0 make of

starts and our bowling lacked penetration. Although two of our

defeats were by a very narrow margin, we wereS a I
comprehensively outplayed in 4 others. In these games ou

batsemen lacked the patience, and sometimes the technique, | )
to battle through spells of tight, skilful bowling. In turn, our Mike Turnerwas born in
bowlers invariably produced too many loose deliveries,Stockport and has lived
preventing us from exerting any sustained pressure onthere for the majority of
opposition batsmen. his life. It became
Although Nicholas Hearn (early season), Patrick Benc and Mikémmediately obvious that
Talbot (in the latter part of the year) offered support athe was very musical,
different times, Ashley Davis was our only consistent seanf€@ming to play the
bowler and he will be hard to replace, having joined MillfieldPiano, guitar and bass
Sixth Form in September. In addition, we will need to develog’éfore he had left
a second spin bowler to act in tandem with Oliver Hearn, as wePfimary  school.  He
struggled to take the pace off the ball on slow, unresponsived t t ended
wickets. The loss of the destructive Alex Hind (due to a brokerpchool  of -~ Music in
thumb in early May) left a hole in the batting lirap and we will Manchester, and learnt
benefit from his return next summer. However, there will beto Play the accordion.
spots o6up for grabsd at the hatpcregyad a;lgva of
a healthy competition for places. folk ‘music that is as
Greater consistency, a willingness to practise and the ability toStrong as it ever wasd . . .
learn from mistakes will all be required if we are to challengeNe even wants to teach the accordion to willing pupils here. He
the stronger schools on our fixture list. studied Modern Languages ar_1d Language History at Trinity
A competitive 2¢ X| enjoyed a successful season, winningoverC0 ! I ege, Cambridge after Chet|
half their matches. Captain George Sturgess scored the firsfendang (a curryike dish with coconut milk and tamarind),

2nd X| century for a number of years, as well as two hal@nd, in keepllng with _the Asian theme,. he is currently Igarmng
centuries. Tom Harrison, Hugh Roberts and Tom Roden werBoW to do poi & Maori performance art in which balls of fire on
amongst other enthusiasts who made a significant contribution & String are swung to form circular patterns Finally, he noted

tothe 2dt eam cause. l6m sur e tthakin afight hegveey Shuek Noms jand dhe Rope, the;,Pope
thank Mr Roden for all his efforts, particularly in ensuring that Would win thanks to hordes of heavenly hosts. o )
they always had a full team, in spite of any late calps to the James Green, Publicity Unit

1st team.
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- Se fo?\Year 7 inside went down so well that | just had to have another! This
y ‘ was followed by a warm drink around the blazing orangey
) yellow fire.

We left the woods on a high and went back to our dorms. We
thought that was it for the day but were surprised when we
were told that we had drama. This was not as good as |
thought it would be but we all loved the red, yellow and green
gamel!
The next day was scrambling (mountain climbing,) which was
more exerting. Climbing up and down the mountain was tiring
and the heavy rain wasnodt hel
we were all taken aback by the force of the 20 mph winds. We
then made our way back down the rocky face of the mountain
Thankfully no one was injured and the rain had cleared.
By the third day, | was starting to feel some discomfort round
: | my ankles due to the blisters | had earned the day before.

: IS Despite this, | was ready to do our final activitcanoeing. The
On Monday 13 September 2010, Year 7 students travelled to
the Conway Centre, Anglesey. It was raining really hard and
were all dreading what outdoor activities were in front of us.
After a big assembly lead by Mr Clark, we gathered o
belongings and we were away. | was feeling a bit miserab
with the rain coming down but | soon cheered up and joined i
the singing. '
At the Centre we got a warm welcome, had a look round an
were shown our rooms. | was sharing with Tom Gilding.
When we eventually got stuck into our activities, we discoveref
our first one was attacking?®s
like it, but I thought it was one of the best activities. We alg
strapped on our harnesses and my heart was in my mout

L %S

through the woods with the rain hitting my head | was
cruising! | also really enjoyed the art class on Tuesday evenin '., >
However, the worst bit was probably scrambling in Snowdoni#@#* &
Although the walk was nice, my feet were covered in blister
They hurt so much it was hard to bear. To make matter
worse, as | got halfway up the mountain, | fell in a heap o
mud! | was also nervous during the scrambling and i
particular when we got to the slopes that were very steep!
The trip could have been improved by having more activitie
and the beds could have been a bit comfier. Still, we all madg
do and had two good nightsd
Of course, | was happy to go home to see my family because
was my birthday on the last day but | will definitely have to vis
again to see how everyone who works there is getting on. Th{
were very nice and they should be proud of where they work.
Ross Waring

A cold, windy day was waiting for the Year 7 pupils in Anglese

However, we were in high spirits and everyone eagerly waitq

for the action packed three days that lay ahead. Although i 4 :

was a few hours drive, it was definitely worth it and, as ws y =23

crossed over the Menai Bridge, we all admired the scenery an - L —
NS0

the mountains that lay behind the lush green landscape
Finally, we arrived at our castiike accommodation. My

roommates and | lugged our bags up the unforgiving stairs tocold sea water was a shock to us all. We canoed across a
our room. | was one of the unlucky ones and ended up with astretch of sea and back. | jumped in at the end although | knew
bed with a spring sticking out. Apart from that, however,it was freezing! Yet, for me, it was probably the most exciting
everything else seemed fine. activity of the trip.

After we had all settled in, we went off to our first activity, The journey home felt like a lifetime and when | did get home,
Bushcraft. This is a survival activity where you learn to makeall | did was slump on my bed. The trip was loads of fun and
shelters, start a fire and cook marshmallows! Unfortunately,although the dormitories could have been better, it was a really
our shelter fell down and wagaod threetdayslandal waild defniiely goyagaintlh e r e st
classmates. The marshmallow roasting, however, went a lot Sebastian Mactaggart
better! Mmmm! The crisp golden outside and the soft, gooey
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We were told stories about the Kaya enjoyed playing with the We harvested the vegetables Then we harvested seeds with
children who used to live in old toys. with Mr Dibb f ®BMrGrubtk Marrowds
the house. shop.

Vesuvius erupt

Mount Vesuvius has erupted many tim
but is best known for its eruption inAD 79
that led to the destruction of the Roman
cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum It is
mainly thanks to the eyewitness account
of the younger Pliny (a Roma
administrator and poet, whose many vivi
letters have been preserved), that we ha
some understanding of what happene
The date of its eruption has always bee
held to be 24 August but today archaeologists think it probably occurred a
couple of months later- 24 October - because fruit being eaten at the time
and found preserved under the ash could not have been harvested until
later in the year; they have also found a probable mistranslation of the
date in one of the ancient accounts.

Presentation of the Winning Project Prize by ) ) )
Philip Lennard, Director Education Outreach BT Design N Latin lessons we have been learning about Mount Vesuvius and
Mr Smale asked us to make a volcano for our homework. Lots of
In the summer James Kewin (above left) took part in aday people in my Year 7 class made model volcanoes which Mr Smale
course at the BT Adastral park, Ipswich. Joining a group dfien put on display .
nearly forty 1518 yearolds, the students were introduced However my Volcano was different from the rest because it was a
to how technical innovations can be produced, marketedactive volcano. | made it out of cardboard, coat hangers and paper. |
and sold in the real world. They investigated the use opainted it with lots of bright colours. Then | mixed together
Software Development Kits to build prototypes of productdicarbonate of soda, citric acid, red food colouring and distilled
and were then shown how to develop the right commercialvater. | put the mixture in the volcano and it erupted with bubbles
model to market and sell their product. The course alsowhich trickled down the sides of the model. The class watched it
involved a lot of teamwork, problem solving, communicatiorerupt on Wednesday 18 September. Rosie Durband
and time management. This entrepreneurial engineering
course is run by the independent educational charity The
Smallpeice Trust.
James found the three days intensive but very worthwhile
and rewarding. His team worked on programming home
electrical appliances into the Software Development Kit so
that they could be monitored and powered on or off
remotely. This would be useful, for example, to check from
work whether an appliance had been left on at home or
whether there had been a power cut which would affect pre
programmed appliances such as cookers or security alarms.
James was also nominated by his team to give the pitch in
the Dragonsd Den finale of t
of their product, he and his team were each awarded a
Certificate , a USB and a sub woofer.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/79
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pompeii
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herculaneum
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N
On Thursday 12 August the Nursery took part in what has becom|
our annual fundraising event fi =
UKds biggest sponsored wal k f
funds to support Barnardods | o

a childhood to remember. The Nursery children and staff dressed
as pirates and princesses and successfully raised a total of ov
£388.

Many thanks to those parents who participated on the day an

hel ped make their childds cost
make it a memorable day.
Happy Birthdays
Aged 1

Rueben Calveley
Patrick Flood
Daisy Jones

Charles Lampkin

Lloyd Owerlones
Imogen Smith

Aged 2 Aged 3

Zack Barwick Niall Barrow
William Bell Freja Dejon Stewart
Emma Clark William Gibson
Daniel Garrett Mya Hibbert
Edward Golding Rohan Kapoor
Nathanael James Emily Keating
Leonardo Last Hugo Roper

Joel Leonard Oscar Sandow
Prem Nagra Naveen Sharma
Lily-Mae Simpson Niamh Walklett
Rosa Walklett Zachary Webster

Rosa Washington

St@ff N@WS Our Nursery and Fun Club staff hav., ‘

continued to update their professiona
practice. Kate attended her graduation ceremony onfdNovember at
Chester Cathedral. She has recently achieved an Early Ye
Foundation Degree. Leanda has also graduated with a Foundation
Degree in Working with Children and Young People.
We would like to welcome Leanne Clare who hag
recently joined our Toddler room team in thd
afternoons. She is currently undertaking Early Yea
Professional Status. Welcome back to Rachell
Barton who lived in Australia for 9 months and wh
is now our Fun Club Supervisor and Early Yeg
Practitioner working in the Toddler room in thd
mornings. Sami Plant has also joined us on
permanent basis in the Tots room. Many of you ma‘
have remembered her from her training days in thg
Baby room. Sami is now in her second year of t
Foundation Degree Working with Children an
Young People.

Text: Jan Dorney, Nursery Manager

Photos from the Big Toddle by Kate
Bertram, Deputy Nursery Manager
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footwear. To the girls
. _~ —_ this meant Ugg
What a great couple of days we had in the homely grounds = =i ——— boots, tracksuits
| bottoms and a
hoodie. Then he led
the way along the
riverbank until we

Year 8 Outdoor Pursuits Trip. We took part in a whole array-
[l
exciting and enjoyable activities, from fencing to high ropes
trading trainers to kayaking. As soon as we arrived at the centr-—-——
we headed off to the main building, dragging our oversiz suddenly saw a huge
suitcases with enough clothing in each bag to last a week an @ : c ] | park in the distance
I dm not joking! Caeh f e : . that was bigger than
My first activity was the hil ‘ = '
to do things that are thrilling and give me an adrenaline rus moment, our Ccross
Once | had seen the height of the ropes that we would b ) . country skills came
climbing on, | knew that this activity definitely fell into that Searching for Mr Armstrong? in handy because we
category. We were all harnessed up and the instructor (who wamn all the way there. There were slides, tyre swings, rope
21 that day!) led us to the fenced area where we would climiswings and stepping stones in a small river. The park was
new heights. After the safety briefing, we were straight on uplivided into smaller areas; one had water running around and
through it, another had climbing apparatus and another, though
smaller than the others, was still fun to play in. We all ended up
taking our shoes off and wading through the small river that was
filled with mud so our feet looked like they had been very, very
badly fake tanned! Soon the sun began to set, and it was,
unfortunately, time to leave. On the way, we sang many songs
including olf youdre happy an
because we were in Year 8 not Reception and not happy
because we had to leave the awesome park. The next morning
began after a good nightdos sl
activity was fencing. I wasnod
thought it was too boring for an exciting trip like this. However, |
found myself having fun, though, thankfully, after an hour of
prodding each other with the sword, fencing was finally over.
After lunch, | was particularly excited as my next challenge was
kayaking! It was so much fun!
Il dm gl ad that I was, ot her wi s
twice (both times totally by accident) and hear him shout for
there, with the cold wind battering against our faces. | enjoyedhelp, which was hilarious! Most of us at the end of kayaking
t he 6Leap of Faitho whi ¢ h juraped into lthe absolatslyt freeeing hivel vehicharhadenayr lipa n
frightening at the same time! | was very proud that | reached theurn blue and our hands stiffen! Once we were acclimatised, we
trapeze as some of the boys wereisattte chafleage bf swmminmirom ore dide @frthe dver don
get to the top as they sai d thelther whichtgot aualsodies maving&Gowe wvdrrheg apl It
funny watching people struggling to get out of their harnesseg\fterwards we quickly showered and changed because then it
and getting into a real mu d dwas time forBthetamazihga thrilling,ahainbiotvingt dyee watermgd, y
that we had on the trip, we had hundreds! and mouth droppingé KING SWI NC
After dinner we wal ked to a pid#lockedgreadfun. was truly amazingé.
Mr Armstrong had told us to wear warm clothes and sensiblé whizzed through the air at up to 40mph. | sat next to Lucy
Rogers (Luc), who nearly burst my eardrum with her screams as
soon as the instructor pulled the rope. It was exhilarating as you

High ropes

Low ropes?

The Great Escape |l Continued on next page
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At the awesome park

felt the blood rushing through your veins to your head. Then isome blackberries which were ready to eat, then we were
started raining and, after dinner, we had been planning to go toticked off for picking more than we needed. In the woods, we
the park again but the weather was too bad. Instead we had freewere shown how to build a shelter out of logs to protect you
time to watch films, play table tennis, make up a new dance withfrom rain and wind. It was fun but not exactly exciting, and |
Mrs AlfordSwift, play manhunt outside in the pitch black, mess decided that | would rather be in a hotel than in the shelter
around in the common rooms and watch other groups screamingwe had built!!

at the tops of their voices as they had their turn on the giant KingLater, after we had eaten, we were told that half the groups

Swing! The next day we had one last activityBushcraft - and |

wasndt | ooking forward to it
would have to walk for
ages and the

instructor would talk
on and on and on. But
once we started
building shelters out
of materials in the
forest, it was actually
quite fun. Our group
(Alice, Vicky, Savi an
me) also won the
challenge to build the

would be doing an activity and the other half would have free
taeme. Wa vdnt.to the bestptaygmpund | have evev been tal Itb
was massive with lots of climbing apparatus and an assault
course.

On day Two we did the High Ropes, which out of all the
events was the best!! We did two exercises; one was
swinging on ropes from one side to the other; the other
waséé 0The Leap of Faitho! ! 1]
high, narrow post and then jumped off and tried to catch a
trapeze in midair. That was the best thing ever!!

Af ter lunch my group did fer
fencing because it takes about half an hour to actually start
fighting each other. After dinner, it was raining, so we did the
evening activity which was ¢

best shelter in the
wild, which made it
even more enjoyable
We made a shelter fol
two people and a
shelter for four people
to sleep in. They were
made from logs, twigs, sticks (plus anything that we could find ik

were put into groups and had to design and draw trainers to
sell.

On the King Swing

back to the centre, we ate our handpicked wild blackberries.
We ate our lunch with excitement because we knew that soon w|
would be back at home with our families and able to sleep in ouj
own beds. We were also a little sad that we had to leave thi
great place that offered us so many opportunities in the space o
just three days.
I would like to thank all of the teachers who helped arrange, too

part in and cared for us on the trip India Wild M

Like Year 7, Year 10 and the Lower Sixth, Year 8 also went on aB th . f final d last activit
outdoor pursuits trip at the beginning of the Michaelmas Term. n the morning o c;)ur tlna ay, ?Jrh as achlvtl y was
For some reason, on our trip, one of the two buses had all thec @No0€rng, u we oug we

boys on it and the other all the girls! The boys left such a mesd00mMS afterwards for a shower. Canoeing was great fun and

on the bus that we were not allowed to eat or drink on the bus in/€. pIayed_ SOME games. AﬁenNards we did .ha\./e”showers
future. So, we were in trouble right at the start, which, I think, prevented hypothermia from setting in!!

After we arrived and had had some lunch, we were divided into 4Then it was time to go homg and that was the en~d of our
utdoor pursuits. Gaaarbping!! w a

groups and told which activities we would be doing for the rest of? m
the day. | was doing Bushcraft which was quite good, because ipreat....
was so cold that | think the canoeing would have killed me. On
the way to Bushcraft, we were told to collect berries. We found

Hugo Jackson
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Birkenhead School’

As befits the beginning of the Sesquicentenary Ye:
celebrations, the ingeniously named Birkenhear
School 6s G o -started ahe elB0th everitscik
September. I't was held i
also known as the Sports Hall Marquee. All kinds ¢
talent and showmanship from our very own pupils wa

on display, from attract
wielding wouldbe axemur der er sd ( Mr
of Ol Carins after his p
Metallica).

Notable performances included: Harry Smethurst an
Callum Heptonds gui t-Wri gc
rendition of O6Somewhere
0Tranmer e: t he Musical 0.
intellectual treatise on the phenomenon of mass worshiy
of obscure personalities such as Les Parry and fals
religious veneration of football teams among modern
postwar workingclass adolescent males. Of course
Sparsh Gargds ©Ointeresti.|
Rahman is also worth a mention. What was very speci
about that evening was that the show was completel
organised by two students, namely our Head of Schoc
Ed Gibbs, and School Council regular, Andrew White.
members of the committee for the 15@ vyear
celebrations, they were tasked with coming up with a
event that would be accessible to everyone involved i
School life. Following the success of a TV show that mu
have stolen their idea, Ed and Andrew came up wit
Birkenhead School 6s Got
thinking about it in September 2009, so they had a
whole year to organise the sports hall marquee and all
the other paraphernalia involved with staging the event
the actual list of performers came together at relatively
the last minute. Then, the most stressful thing, they say
was getting the acts to practise over the summer. Ther
were also a number of acts who dropped out at the las
minute, including one SixtHormer who lost his firesticks
over the summer and was unable to perform what hau
promised to be a spectacular juggling act, which cause
extra stress and havoc. On top of this, the organiser
were trying to balance GCSE andl&vel work. Their own
social life became virtually norexistent.
The judging panel consisted of Mr. Armstrong, Mis
Burns and our very own Alan J Blain. The criteria f
picking the judges was a sense of humour, fair
mindedness and graciousness in their criticism. Mis:
Burns and Mr Armstrong were perfect candidates
though why Mr Alan Blain was included is a myster
Overall, they found it a fun and worthwhile experience
and even though it meant they had to work overtime
they said they would be happy to do something simile
again. When asked to name their favourites, they madc
speci al mention of &6Trann
all the acts were very go
(N.B. the ceauthor of this article). However, the judges
deemed Elliot KirkbrideWright to be the overall winner
and Mr Clark presented him with a cheque for £150.
The evening was a huge success on every fron
including the barbecue. E
definitely got 10/10.

James Green and Gwilym Jone

Photos by Mr Edmunds
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Don't miss a cracking start to our Christmas festivities
o

150

This year we are celebrating not only the
beginning of the Christmas season but also

there to share in this double celebration and,

in doing so, support a Birkenhead School

musical tradition.

Our Christmas concerts at the Phil are always
sparkling evenings and puts both performers

and audience in a jolly mood for the holiday.

On 11th December the combined voices of our
four School choirs- Birkenhead School Choral

Society, Chapel Choir, Cantata Choir and Prep
Choir - conducted by our Director of Music

Graham Ellis will be filling the Philharmonic

Hall with festive cheer. Many schools much

larger than ours cannot boast to having four

choirs! Including the Liverpool Sinfonia, many
of whose musicians have associations with the

As part of its 150th anniversary celebrations
Birkenhead School presents

Christmmas:
Crackers -

Cearvals woith roacings for all the famadlyy from our
L V'l!!;{l-nu’,lu'( " prrrlewr K NeCGouwh
el festive shen s fronn the massed elwirs of

Birkerdhwed School with the Civerpocd Singforic.

In a varied programme, interspersed with
poignant and pithy Christmas readings by our
guest presenter and
treasures, Roger McGough, CBE, the choirs will
sing a range of Christmas music, both ancient
and modern. The audience will have their
chance to shine when they join orchestra and
choristers to sing some welknown carols.

We hope to see you all on 11th December at
the Liverpool Philharmonic Hall. Tickets are
available from Michael Hudson, via the main
School Office or from the Philharmonic box
officefi 709 3789.

> > > N> WS WS N> > N> WS WS N> > N> > > N> N> N> >

Photos:
Graham on stage at
Birmingham Town Hall :

Graham Williams belongs to the
School s Senior String Orchestr g

their Friday evening rehearsals. As a result, they were chosen to playf
the Northern Regional Finals in Manchester and, against toug
competition, were placed first. In July, Graham was delighted to b
chosen to play lead cello in the National Finals in Birmingham. T
feedback from the professional music mentors was excellent and
although the orchestra did not win, Graham was proud to have reache
the final six of some of the best youth orchestras in the country and t
have had the opportunity to play at such a prestigious venues.
The six finalists were:-

Milton Keynes Youth Orchestra, Wirral Schools Orchestra, ISCA
Linea Senior Strings - Gwent, City of Hull Youth String Orchestra

Aylesbury Youth Orchestra, KMS Colne Valley Senior Strings -
Huddersfield

our School ds 150t h Yeal

School , the Hall 6s fest



In Focus November/December 2010 Page 16

KANTI CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL NEPAL THANKS BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL

So the Child May Liveis a Liverpoobased charity which is used for skin grafting, ang
dedicated to helping sick children in Nepal. Health careto train their surgeons in its use
services in Nepalare poor by international standards Hand gel has also been installed i
and many people have no access to any health care athe ward to help to comba
all. Leading diseases and illnesses include diarrhoeajnfection. Hand washing facilities
intestinal parasites, leprosy and tuberculosis. Nepal hasare woefully inadequate in Nepa
high rates of child malnutrition and undefive mortality. the water is unsafe and sinks, i
Kanti Childrends Hospi t al theyareworking, attract flies.
Kanti Childrens Hospital, Kathmandu, is a large hospitaBian Falder, a consultant Plasti
with approximately 320 beds. It is the only governmentSurgeon, who travelled once agai
run childrends hospital to NepalNuithpa Burns Team dra
population of over 29 million! The desperation ofAlder Heyin October 2010 says.
patients and their families, many of whom walk,dt was my pleasure to hand ove
sometimes for days, to reach help, is obvious. the dermatome to Dr Rav
Birkenhead Schoolhas been supporting the charity for Chaudhary on behalf of Birkenhea
two years now and their magnificent contributions haveSchool. The dermatome is i
enabled us to help the Burns Unit at the Kanti Hospitalmachine whichenables surgeons tg
Burns are a particular problem for the children of Nepaltake skin grafts quickly and easily, Ravi using the dermatome in
because of the many open fires and kerosene stovegarticularly in big cases. This makes Kanti Hospital theatre

used for cooking and heating, especially in the winterthings much safer for patients an
The School has enabled us to bring over a surgeon frorthe cosmetic result is better. D
Kanti to the UK for training and also to send out aChaudhary and his team used th
dermatome twice whilst we were
there. The first patient was a 13
yearold girl whose clothes hac
caught fire when she was cooking
The second was for a 2 month ol
baby who had fallen into a f|r
when being cared for by an oId

sibling. Both did much bette
because of the dermatome. D
Chaudhary sends his gratef

thanks to the School for the effort
you have gone to, to help hi
improve burns care (see his ema
bel ow). 6

Dear all,

Thank you so much for your since
effort to provide us with an electric
dermatome which will really help u
to treat more efficiently the need

) " children. It 6s
Above: Dr Ravi Chaudhary and Dr Sian Falder Sian. Remo and team are doin

Below: the inscription on the derma_tone case (they hope we varieties of works related to burns
will forgive them for the Liverpool, UK!) -
these days. Me and my surgicé

services are still looking forward t ¥
working together in future also. Above:

Thanking you again. The first patients to benefit from the
Best Wishes dermatome
Dr.R.P.Chaudhary

Consultant Paediatric Surgeon / Urologist

Kanti Children's Hospital

GPO Box 12455, Kathmandu, Nepal

So the Child May Livés one of the four charities chosen by the school
in its Sesquicentenary year so once again thank you all. Your money
really is saving and improving the lives of the children in Nepah
beautiful Himalayan Country but one in which the vast majority of the
population live harsh and poor lives. If you would like more information

. . .about the charity, please look at our website at:
consultant plastic surgeon from the UK to train Kanti www.childrenshospitalnepal.co.uk

staff and run burns courses in situ. Birkenhead School
also raised funds last year to buy Kanti a Dermatome,

at

Jenni Pizer, School Nurse
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The Birkenhead GanZBSIiGRY,

Ralph Reader started the Scout Gang Shows in London, so on t
their 50th Anniversary, it is fitting that a Gang Show should retur
to the West End. There have been no Gang Shows staged
London for the last 37 years but, from their beginnings 50 years
ago, Gang Shows have now spread all over the country and {

over the gl obe. It i s, ther Bi
Cub and Scout groups to be the ones to take a Gang Show back :
London. Ve A Y PN v

Kelvin Britten is in the show, along with Adam Durband, Ale
Forbes, Daniel Gaskell, Findlay Gordon, Jordan Hayward, A
Herod, Alex Mazhindu, Rohan Shenoy and Edward Tillyardll
from the 20th Birkenhead Cub and Scout Group. Yvonn
Hazlehurst is looking after the Box Office.

The Cub cast will perform a show within the shofv Cannibal
Island. The show will also include some original Ralph Readsg
material, songs from the West End musicals and other chorg
items. As an added inducement to theatregoers, Mr Britten will bt
on stage wearing a beautiful 1920s flapper dress in an piecq
called The Boyfriendand elsewhere in the show dressed as a then *24 FOUES L ATEL*
bumblebee. Sounds a riot and certainly fun for all the family. i S S S s S BT End
20th Birkenhead Cubs meet at 4pm on Wednesdays and Scout/ NI SR L
at 5pm on Thursdays in the Scout Hut at McAllester Field.

4
// 1961 -2017

4

Booking office : 0151 652 3737

Continuing to build on the success of
our very special Marquee

www.birkenheadgangshow.co.uk

School and looks forward to the joint venture.

Early in July 2010 the marquee hosted its third Wirral
Investment Awards dinner, presented by Roger Phillips
from Radio Merseyside. The Awards salute the success of
Wi rral businesses which are
and the wider economy. More than 380 key figures from
commerce and industry attended the 2010 Wirral
Investment Network (Win) Annual Awards ceremony.

Mrs Sharon Stanton, one of the organisers commented,
00nce again our 2010 WIN Bus
success. The hard work, attention to detail and
professionalism of the team at Birkenhead School ensured

our event went smoothly and most importantly our guests

had an enjoyable evening.The venue is excellent and we
would like to thank Keith Watson and his team for their
supporté.

. Over the next 12 months the marquee will have its most

) ] ) __productive year yet. It will be the venue for several
Three years ago the School invested in a indoor marquee W'th”Weddings, the WIN Awards for 2011 and many of the
its sports hall. The white dERPESH sinﬁi\&rSaDy r@@ébr‘étiér%?iﬁc%dind"@id' S
ceiling) are hung inside the sports hall walls to give the illusiongjrkonian reunion dinners andPerfect Pitch the grand

of walking into a | arge out sihafh@pendR dofctrBth VasllyPetrénRo orP18 Suine0 f
largest function venues and has the advantage of not beingt p e School &s catering man ac
susceptible to the vagaries of the weather . manages Birkenhead School Indoor Marquee, welcomes
Keith thinks that the venue is a great asset to the School andany enquiries about company or private functions. Email
gives it a new business dimension. The Marquee caneijth.watson@birkenheadschool.co.uk

accommodate up to 400 people with a stage, dance floor and

bar facility He is also pleased to announce the partnership
between the School and Heathcotes, one of the top outside .
catering companies in the country. They have looked after th W}
catering requirements for many higiprofile events at, for N
example, Liverpool FC, Manchester Utd, Chester Race Cours 150 yeu

Mr Gary Bates, MD of Heathcotes, is pleased to support th = e iy et L T palerie oy o)

e\
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kayak on Derwent
Water.
The night before, the ,
youth hostel laid on a 44
' sumptuous
buffetd. Af
students had had their
fill, however, looks of
horror descended when
Mr Lindberg informed
them that they had to
clear away their own
plates. Afterwards they
ingested a play called
X w8 1 6Bus Stopo =T
| _ RS o T cofifues s missor
Ben Berkson models the latest fashion: sethrough waterproofs oddly enough, by the 10 lick every member of the Sixth
Form

The L6th Bonding Trip

Cumbria - land of mint cake and mountains. A normally quieti@ke. The rumours have
landscape, disturbed occasionally by a bearded ramblefot been confirmed, _ .
bleating sheep or moaning teenager schlepping backpacks iUt it is thought Mr Lindberg closed his eyes for a long period
the rain on a D of E expedition. Until now. of time, presumably to reflect on the drama of the play rather
Panic set in, as, on the eve of their trip, the entire Lower Sixtfhan the coming trial of patrolling the corridors of a youth
had a collective realisation that they actually had to packhostel full of Lower Sixth, trying to get them to be quiet and go
clothes suitable for rugged terrain. Considering that many had sleep. _ _ o

opted for the infamous ghyll scrambling, which involvedOverall, despite returning shivering and wet from Ghyll
submersion above the head in water, the panic was substantial.Scrambling or traumatised and swatting away imaginary flies
Our transport was a bus which was obviously designed fdfter the High Ropes, the Lower Sixth could definitely be seen
babies or other small objects, and the legroom was as thin a$0 have immensely enjoyed themselves. Credit and thanks are
paper with a nasty bout of anorexia. Accompanied by teacherdue to all the staff who sacrificed a quiet day or two in orQer to
as diverse as Mrs McGol dr i c kaccgmpany ugen wigpproyed tg e yegydnemogabledrp.p k i
we were sure to be entertained.

The activities were surprisingly only restricted JamesG@aeen.
Photography by Alex Macaulay

Welco Elalngl=R
| b

Rosie Anderson, Year 8 - i -
attended the . e ' “”
homecoming parade of TR o1 s '
the 1st Battalion Mercian R =
Regiment (Cheshire) as i
marched throughgiy
Birkenhead on 9th
November.
The event was in
celebration of the
regiment's return from a
six-month tour of duty in
Afghanistan.
Hundreds of well wishers,
including pupils from
local schools and Rosie,
cheered the soldiers as
they marched from
Birkenhead Park  to
the Lake Districto, SO no UF—Iaﬁ’nHtoanUare.briCk catching, but i
canoeing, ghyll scrambling, high ropes and climbing. First therRosje had heard some local troops had died during their tour
was a walk around a lake. After having taken a boat to the stargs duty and wanted to welcome the soldiers home. She had
originally moored. Not that gsHof Rer suppdit! ahd Wad givenNperfissi¥hefidm Sehod? B |
exercise. attend and duly went to wave her flag!!

In terms of comedy value, however, a certain Sparsh Gargyr CCF is, of course, affiliated to the Mercian regiment and
provided the most belly laughs because he kept on capsizing hiprince Charles is its Colonéh-Chief.

Ghyll scrambling is a lot of fun.
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Coming back from a refreshing half
term, we welcomed the history trip as
a chance to get yet another day off
school, but little did we know, an
interesting and informative Victorian experience was in store.
Somewhere in Manchester, 50 duininded children stepped off
the coaches, shivering in the cold Wednesday morning.

Jack Watson in 11SMG spent haterm up to his waist in the Clipboards in hand, we approached the Museum of Science and
river Squamish and the river Birkenhead, which are north oflndustry and began our first activity, exploring the Power Hall.
Vancouver, Canada. He was trying to catch a Pacific Churfiside were many examples of power generation during the

Salmon and was the first to do so in a fishing party of five Victorian era, using gas, Water'ar'\d steam..lnside, the smell of gas
In total, he caught 15 salmon, all of which were Was dominant and many whirring machines spun around us.

subsequently released unharmed so that they could Water wheels, gas motors and steam engines were all on show.
continue on the last leg of their journey from the Pacific There was also a replica of the winner of the famous Rainhill

Ocean up to their spawning grounds in the mountain creeks!als of 1829, the Novelty locomotive as well as other

where they were born 4 yearosomeliges| ey Jackds total inclu
the biggest fish of the week, weighing in at 11kg. Next was the 1830s Warehouse, where we were shown into a

The Squamish area of British Columbia is named after theWalkin cinema. Videos were projected on the walls of a replicated
local Indian tribe who still remain the governing body there.Victorian warehouse. Each video described the life and work of a
This part of Canada is also one of the most denselyVictorian, including factory life and importing and exporting of
populated areas in the world for black bears, grizzly bearsvarious goods. _ o _

locals on the safest places to fish but they still continued to Weré shown working machines looms - _that would have been
look over their shoulders whilst fishing. Wildlife was inused in a textile factory in Manchester. This gave us a real insight
abundance and black bear, otters, deer, sea lions, baldinto the life of a factory worker. Cotton was transported from hot

eagles and sea eagles were all spotted but, luckily, they Onb;countries such as India and brought to England, via the Liverpoc_)l
came across grizzly bear footprints. Docks. It was then transported to Manchester by train, where it

The fishing group stayed in Whistler Village where the 2010V/@s spun into thin threads. These threads would then be loaded
Winter Olympics were held, which is about 35 miles north ofonto bobbins and shuttles and then woven into cloth on the
Squamish. Jack has been fly fishing for the past three yeardo0ms. A lot of the machines were incredibly noisy, and it was
mostly in Wales and now he aharddmaging gozeng, of these machipesywgrking gtfhe game ¢
a chance to catch another Chum.

time. Children were employed to clean the machines. They were
K. Watson called scavengers. The machines never stopped, and so this was
a very dangerous job with all the moving machinery to dodge
past.
Then we all became hungry at this point, and so we went to dine
in the luxurious setting of the Air and Space Hall. Many great
machines, such as cars and planes were on show, and a flight
simulator, even if it did seem a bit pricy for a five minute ride.
And to end the day, we had a guided tour around the Museum of
Victorian life. We experienced what it would be like living in the
19t century, the ups and downs (mainly downs) of being a child
during those times. There was even information on Victorian
toilets. We found out how crowded a Victorian home could be
families with many children lived in one room in which they had to
try and carry out normatlay today tasks. Families often shared
a supply of unhealthy water from a stand pipe, leading to horrible
diseases such as cholera.
| thought the trip was very informative and helpful in teaching us
about the Victorian era. And so we all went home, smiling that we
missed a whole day of school, before remembering that
homework was to write up the whole trip, a five hundred word
essay. Lewis Tran




In Focus November/December 2010 Page 20

On an overcast Tuesda
morning, a motorcade o
buses left for Chester
carrying the youngespZ
children from the Prep tof®
the oldest Sixth Former
This was not an averag
Birkenhead School i
but transport to
Service

Commemoration
Thanksgiving for
sesquicentenary of thel s
foundation of ourSchool. &
The service was decidedl
not traditional and
included three meditations
inviting all present to
Three generations of headmasters attended Birkenhead reﬂeCt on the PaSt, Present and Future Of Bil’kenhead SChOOI.

School 8s 150th anniversary CdhBmweifo teadtby JMy Smaley Wis Skellyaand dp glark
Cathedral . The service was one of a host of events to celebratéeSpectively. The Service included words taken from the
this key moment in the rich history of the School. School 6s Centenary held 5%® Y
Present Headmaster John Clark was joined by his predecessors € P | ac ed "mdwi it oHtlr5dt egi c pl ace
Stuart Haggett (19882003) who was until recently Head of the Py our new chaplain Mrs Lesley Rendle. Pupils from all Years
British School in Cyprus and John Gwilliam (196388), the read short prayers whlch.were dgllvered in agthorltatlve, clgar
former Welsh Rugby Captain who led Wales to their grand slarfones. This was very impressive considering the daunting
victories of 1950 and 1952. In 2005 he was inducted into the Occasion, the magnificent setting, the huge audience and the
Welsh Sports Hall of FameDuring his time as headmaster of important guestso it was particularly impressive for a certain
Birkenhead School the Welsh Captain had a reputation as gnember of the Lower Sixth. _ _
strict disciplinarian but clearly had another side to him, as was The Chapel Choir, led by Mr. Eliis, the Venice Brass band, led
revealed to the congregation of over 1200 by a former pupil ofby Miss Baker, the Prep Choir and the organist Mr G. Eccles,
his, the Revdd Stephen Ri dl e§nhancadtheywgndeiful atrpaspheye of the, Senyige withdhgig n
Gwilliam coming into School one day carrying a kitten which hénusic. _ _
had rescued and asking his secretary to hide it in case the boysl here were readings from the The Rt Hon. The Lord Nicholls of
saw him and thought he was 0 %‘Ek?”heéd ywhptig Jehool President, Dr Tony Mathie, the
The School was also delighted to welcome Lord Nicholls ofhairman of Governors and Harriet Feeny, representing Old
Birkenhead, who is President of the School, and Old BirkoniarBirkonians. The sermon was given by the Reverend Stephen
Andreas WhittarsSmith, cofounder of The Independent Ridley, who is an OB and was chaplain from 199(D96.
newspaper and former President of the British Board of FilmEveryone was relieved that, after such formal proceedings, he
Classification. The service &paseargofernforngldoge agdeven glighedpn agjgke at thee |
Peter Forster, Bishop of Chester, who pronounced the blessing.end. In case you want to know, it even raised a slight chuckle
Members of the congregation found the service both majesticfrom me. _ _ .
and moving as they watched the choristers, clergy, pupils andl® conclude the proceedings, The Bishop of Chester himself
Headmaster and Headmistress of the Prep process up thedave The Bless_lng, and, by the recessional hymn, it was clear
magni ficent aisle of the cCathBabtalhi$p Q\h%”thf)]/%fhs 6CA8 Me ety gty t
our God and Kingo. Pro.ceeds f_(om t he collleptlon
In a series of readings, t h&esaligeptgnary gharies Chades Thergpsog Missipny ildomes
past, present and future and gave thanks for the traditions we Start Wirral, So the Child May Live and Rock of Joy Trust.
have inherited, the community we share today and the valuesContact details for these charities may be obtained from Mary
we hold in trust for future generations. The quotation Mr ClarkButterworth at the School. _
used from T S Eliotds O6Four Quartetsd t o Jampes@reenand GwlymJangsn
Futured best Tineeupresent and timeppast are
perhaps both present in time future
In his reading, the Headmaster explained the principles whic . N
wi || guide our School i n the;hfeutplﬂreg CP)?trwsl?rI]gboeAaNegvchCoo(
. : . , , , new commandment "give unto'you,
shows its pupils that knowledge without wisdom is of little That vou love one another as | have loved vou
value, that the pursuit of learning is unlikely to bring fulfilment B th?{s shall all men know that vou are M )(;isc.i les
unless it is accompanied by the search for goodness. It will belfyou have love for one anothe)r/ y Pies,
a School in which selflessness rather than selfishness is valued' Y '
and a sense of community is created through a willingness to.l.r(]ae |fu|‘| service is available on our website at:

serve others rather than ones birkertheadschool.co.uk

Three Birkenhead School Headmasters
L to R: John Gwilliam 1963988; Stuart Haggett 1988-2003;
John Clark 2003 .

hIt was a lovely moment in the service when the sweet voices of

M E Butterworth
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Classics trip to Hadrian's WaII

From the road, Housesteads Fort (Roman Vercovicium) looked magnificent. However,
as we climbed up to the fort, we hit a huge obstaclé an Arctic wind that would
probably have been strong enough to keep the Picts from invading Britain 20(
years ago! The wind resistance made it feel as if we were walking through a th
syrup. Eventually, somewhat battered, we arrived at this Valhalla in the Northef]
hill s. Housesteads was a fort built
enemies crossing over. It was, however, an unequal strugglethe Romans had 2
better weapons, tactics and training overall. They used the forts mainly as shelt¢ -*ﬁ" E
and alongside the forts were marketplaces, civilian houses, and even a bathhouse *
containing a hypocaust like the ones we had seen in Wroxeter and Bath with unde
floor heating. Even in peacetime, this fort would have contained 800 men. So(
however, we were back down the hill (with the wind behind us) and off to Vindoland
After the visit to Vindolanda we stayed at the curiously named Once Brewed YHA.
food was good but, as Mr Allister ate the ice cream there, he seemed to get cros:

the more he ate. Kevin Wong .

The Latin trip in the October halferm took six Year 8s, five Year 10s and two Kevin Wong, Sam Berkson,
teachers to Hadriands Wall . One of t hMaeveBlackasWaljrewn Grags (sectionjof theall) ¢ o
arrived at Vindolanda and immediately complained about the weatheraining, as -

I dm sure you guessed! It was ~col d, d wet, the perfect

standing outside to be told about by an archaeologist about previous finds and
ongoing excavations!
When a piece of pottery is found in the ground, it has usually been well preserved
The reasons for this are that there is no oxygen underground allowing bacteria td
flourish, which would destroy the artefacts.

When an archaeologist discovers a pie
brushes to clear away the dust and mud, then he places the piece in a containe
which is then shipped off to a laboratory. The people who work in the laboratory wi
further clean the piece with chemicals placing it inside another container of 60%
metholated spirits and 40% water for as long as 6 weeks.

Some inscribed plates are very hard to view with just the naked eye, so infrareq
lighting is used. These inscriptions are photographed under infrared light and the
translated. Some of the most elegant letters are those which are birthday invitations
Many birthday invitations have been found and the most famous one was excavate(
at Vindolanda. It was between two commanding officers wives; Claudia Severa The group at Housesteads Roman Fort
invites her friend Sulpicia Lepidina,__Cer. a?l so0 wi fe 0o her
The rest of the Latin trip was very interesting and highly enjoyable. Thanks go to Mrs
Washington and Mr Allister for giving up their free time. James O8

bir

S The School golf teams
have been very
successful this term inf
both the ISGA Single
and HMC Foursomg
competitions.
King Wi || i g
came over from the Islg
of Man and the team off
Elliot Smith, Andrew
Crosby and Joh#Paul

Golf success

Ralph won 2 matches td -t p A " :-g
1. Elliot had a ik o IR BN o el
particularly  convincing i ‘{;,;‘
win of 9 and 8. The RN
match was played at 45

Caldy Golf Club and the photograph above shows both teams, with Andre-.
Elliot (I and r) and Joh#Paul (front) on the right. We go on to play Boltg
School in the next round of the Northern region.

Elliot, Andrew and Joh#aul then teamed up with Chris Way, Georgi
Sudderick and Jamie Russell to win-2 against a very strong team from th
Royal Grammar School, Newcastle. The decisive putts were made on
last green at Royal Liverpool by Chris and Jepaul in a very tense matc
i ndeed. The reward is an away
Round 2. J McGrath

.ngos chool ,
inspecting the &
sol diersd pay was

a )
group
wher e
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TWO RIVERS

a
Birkenhead School and St.Saviour’s Church, Oxton

FOUR CELEBRITY RECITALS

THE TALLIS SCHOLARS
Friday 4 March 2011 at 7 30pm
5. Saviour's Church, Oxtan

EMILY AND CATHERINE BEYNON

v St Sarm, [vdusy and Tebim

Mondsy 28 March at 7.30pm
The School Chapel, Birkenhead School

KATHRYN RUDGE
JAMES BAILLIEU

€ e Fulle Medtiem and Sainf-Sain

Friday 29 Apell 1 7.30pm
The Bushel! Hall, Birkeahead School

ENSEMBLE EPOMEO
Alice Neary .+

Suzanne Casey

«fuf Juintet
Friciay 20 May »t 7.30pm
The Bushell Hall Birkenhead School

ENSEMBLE EPOMEO

CAROLINE CHIN violin DAVID YANG viols
KENNETH WOODS celio

with

SUZANNE CASEY viclin  ALICE NEARY cell

Friday 20 May at 7.30pm
The Bushell Hall, Birkenhead School

Richard Strauss, Variations on a Bavarian folksong
Beethoven, Trio in G, Op, 9 No. |
Kile Smith, Two New England Hymns (world premiére)
Schubert, String Quintet in (

THETALLIS SCHOLARS

Friday 4 March at 7.30pm
St. Saviour's Church, Oxton

A Concert of Sacred Choral Music

Programme inclades
Allegri, Miserers
Palestrina, Stabat Mater

allis, Lumentations |
Bynd, Ave Verum Corpas

covoned by

c

L brabners chaffe street

RM'H BONES

150

EMILY BEYNON
CATHERINE BEYNON

Monday 28 March at 7.30pm
The School Chapel, Birkenhead School

Marin Marais, Follies d'Espagne
Saint- Sacns, Fantaisic Op. 124 (sumg
1o Hute

Nalades' Fantasy Sonata

Jebuassy, Svrin lor s
Alwyn
Sant-Sadns, Romance

akemitsu, Towarsds the Sea

barpe, Carmen Fantaisc

Now in itds
Rivers Festival 2011 offers
a programme of wonderfully
diverse classical concerts
featuring a wealth of

fabulous musicians who
appear regularly at the
worl dés top

We are fortunate to have the
opportunity, through the Two
Rivers Festival, to see them
on our doorstep

The Tallis Scholars (4 March
2011) wer e d
rock stars of Renaissance
Musi cd by t h
Times and were a highlight
of the Edinburgh Festival.
Emily Beynon (28 March
2011) is a Fellow of the
Royal Academy of Music,
principal flautist of the Royal
Concertgebouw Orchestra,
Amsterdam, and regular
concerto soloist performer

wi t h many of
leading orchestras. As a
chamber musician, she

performs regularly with her
sister, the harpist Catherine
Beynon. Like her sister,
Catherine is a concerto

soloist and has performed
with major orchestras and,
as principal

harp of the

KATHRYN RUDGE

JAMES BAILLIEU pizr

Friday 29 April at 7.30pm

The Bushell Hall, Birkenhead School

Mahkr, Songs of 4 Wayfarer
0 Germuin with an intralaction By Perer Divison )
Toste, Lalba separa dalla luce lombra
Manuel de Falla, Five Spanish Folksongs
Sant-Saens, Mot caur soavre 4 G vous
froms Sammwon and Delslah
ui‘|'|_‘Y|’< ey The Safly Gardens,
drisk youngg widow, Oliver Cromwell

41t t

mu
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European Union Youth Orchestra, has worked with many eminent
conductors including Haitink, Ashkenazy, Guillini and Rostropovich.
Kathryn Rudge (29 April 2011) is a rising opera star from Liverpool. At
the beginning of what seems set to be a fantastic career, Kathryn, a
mezzosoprano, is still a studentat the Royal Northern College of Music
but has already performed at concerts with the RLPO and othe&he
will return to School on Saturday 18th June to sing with the RLPO
conducted by Vasily Petrenko at our 150th grand finale conceferfect
Pitch.
Concert pianist, James Baillieu, was described by the Daily Telegraph as
6in a class of his ownd. South
Academy and has already won many major awards, among them the
Wigmore Hall, Richard Tauber and Kathleen Ferrier Competitions. He
has given recitals at many of the major concert venues and collaborated
with many of the new generation of opera singei$ baritones Jared Holt
and Jacques Imbrailo, and sopranos Katherine Broderick, Sardéne
Brandon and Kishani Jayasingh.
The Two Rivers Festival welcomes back Ensemble Epomeo (20 Ma
2011) , the string trio who, last year, gave an enlightening concert in the
evening and an enchanting, witty and fagiaced afternoon of musical
storytelling for pupils from ours and local schools. Founded in 2008,
their inaugural tours saw them performing to great acclaim in Italy, the
UK and the USA . Whilst they are here, they have offered to do a
workshop with one of our students, Marco Galvani, Year 11, on a pie@n a pleasant September morning we drove to
he has composed. Aberglaswyn, an old hall converted into an outdoor
pursuits centre at the foot of Snowdon.  After
To receive your copy of the introductions to our guides for the activities and after
2011 Two Rivers Festival brochure, we had been shown our rooms which were very
please call 0151 651 3007 pleasant, we went to the mountain equipment store to
or email mary.butterworth@birkenheadschool.co.uk gather everything we needed for gorge walking,
canoeing and bouldering.
My first activity was gorge walking which | had done in
year 7, so | knew what to expect. We bussed and
walked to a massive chasm and, about 5 metres down
was a giant waterfall. We crossed the gorge by two
massive slabs of rocks which formed a bridge, then
walked uphill, passing smaller waterfalls and pools until
we came to a giant pool. Once we were standing in its
icy depths, our instructors explained we were going to
slide down the waterfalls. They were all fun but my
favourite bit was watching Phyllida Frostick scream as
she did a 7 metre jump into one of the pools.
Afterwards, we went to a campsite, which | was
dreading because the weather forecast was for
torrential rain. We cooked meatballs and rice, which
we ate in our tents, and then went to sleep. The next
day, after breakfast back at the Centre, the activity was
canoeing. | was anxious about this because | was
afraid of the canoe tipping up and being submerged
under the water. It was actually good fun because |
was in a canoe with my friends and, after the canoeing,
we even dived off a rock.
The next morning we went bouldering, our last activity,

Lucy Anne and Oliver George Barlow born on 31st August 2010 atand I was not looking forward to it because | suffer from
16:40 and 16:42 weighing 2380g and 1900g respectively. The Vertigo. Bouldering is traversing horizontally across a
Barlow family, which had suddenly doubled in size, were Cliff- 1 was relieved to find we were doing it quite low
overwhelmed and touched by the good wishes and gifts from down. My friends encouraged me to have a go and | did
Birkenhead School colleagues, pupils and parents. They also had aind it quite enjoyable. After bouldering, we went onto
goodly number of offers of practical help and for these they are the Matrix Wall, a giant, steep rock which we had to run
eternally grateful. After the 299%% {Wesapazedagenbdditwitheage, ¢ ¢
know there was back up if they really, really needed it. Ralph and©On our way home, we talked about how much fun we

Liz would Ilike to take this op H‘h%drhf"%i'ﬁ fberglasyyy, whaf ye hag gchigvediand,

ow much we would miss that scénic place.
Conor Ainsworth, Year 10
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% Salvete

. . Tom Brand a local boy, is the
| first remember meeting lan latest addition to the Prep staff
when he was invited as Vica

X teaching Year 4. After leavin
of St Michael and Al _Angels Calday Grange Grammar in 2004
Newton, to preach in the

, ; he went on to study Sports
Birkenhead Schoql Cha?pe' : Science and Physiology at Leed
February 1997. Little did we

and afterwards gained his Prima
know that the day after he was Education Teaching Qualificatio

o be interviewed for thel there. When asked what the wors
position of Vicar of St Saviour

. Canon lan Davenport ever thing he did at school wag

g’“?” W';\hf St AI\(ndIretzw School Chaplain we were greeted pl
octorum. ew weeks later 20042010 prefer not t o o]

came the announcement of interpret that as you wish!

his appointment and, from the very start, lan saw the Schoolys, Brand is quite the sportsman
as part of the Parish and we quickly came to know a”dhaving played hockey for Nort

appreciate him. _ _ West England and swum for th
When | became Headmaster in 2003, one of the first City of Liverpool. It is therefore no

problems | faced was the replacement of our Chaplain, Henryyrea surprise that his alltime favourite dinner guest would be
Kirk, who was moving to Abingdon School. | was delightegy,yig Beckham. If not a teacher, Mr Brand would like to try his
when, in a casual conversation, lan asked whether he andhang 4t heing a Disc Jockey. In fact, he likes his music so much
his then curate, Peter Waddell, might be able to help. They, 4t the one thing he would take to a Desert Island would be his
link to the Parish goes back a long time. The first,, cic collection.

Headmaster in 1860, the ReV®@anlkaihshd o6k§ forwdtdtd hitmé 3t Birkdnhead ©
at St Saviourds and appeargchdort heuel 896§ B%Ir@thg) 8fnd h
interior of the old St SavdpudPs Ovy]hai[chperaqlbg%ég_enwpfh i

organ; furthermore, the choristers who can also be seen iny the top of the list of things to achieve in life, we are sure Mr
the painting were drawn from Birkenhead School. It seemedg,and will it right in!

somehow appropriate, therefore, when in January 2004 the
Vicar of St Saviourds became School Chaplain.

Although I will never quite know how he managed it, over theSarah Mason was born in |
past six and a half years lan successfully combined thisLiverpool, the eldest, by a shor |
crucial spiritual and pastoral role within the School with his time, of twins girls. After he
very substantial duties in the Parish and later as Rural Deanyounger brother was born, the
of Birkenhead. He not only organised and led our dailyfamily moved to Cheshire. M
services and weekly Sunday Evensong, but in so doing hailason was very studious and di
an important impact on many hundreds of young people, asWell at school. She gained he
well as staff, parents and friends of the School. It is notdegree in English and America
unusual for former pupils to come back and ask specifically Studies from the University o

to see lan. Manchester and came to BS
If I had to identify one constant theme in his seveyear from St John Plessington Cathol
chaplaincy it would be thatCoﬂege-écommunit~ mi
practised what he preached. Despite his manyI f she hadno't a

commitments, he always went out of his way to get to knowt€acher, she would have like t
as many members of the School community as possible and'@ve been a vetd preferably in
to involve himself in the wider life of the Schodd not just Sunny resort (a Tahitian wild pi
through attendance at high profile events such as concerts,SUrgeon perhaps?). _ o
plays and prizegivings but also simply by being present in qu a time after leaving school, shg _Wor_ked in an office in the
the ordinary aspects of School life. The choristers and staffniddle of Soho and grew to love living in London. She has a
have also greatly enjoyed his company when he has beerparticular passion for visiting new places; her favourite city is
able to join us on the Chapd®ON&hoirss cathedral weeks,
least thanks to his football skills! She is writing a series of ed
Evidence of his success can be seen in the enormousSister called Cloud Cuckoo, featuring, funnily enough, birds. She
respect and affection he engendered amongst pupils,likes Japanese food, especially sushi, and likes all styles of
parents and staff, irrespective of their religious point of view. Music, depending on her mood. She especially likes the way

All of us will miss him, but we wish him well in his new post?00ks can transport people to other worlds and times. She
as Rector of Malpas and thank him for his unstinting thinks that Macbeth would beat Hamlet in a fight, but not

commitment and much valued contribution to the Withoutthe help of Lady Macbeth. James Green
Birkenhead School community. And finally, lan, to use som
of your own favourite words: HAPPY ADVENTURING! 'P}

DJClark = «*5
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nd the Galapagos Islands

importance of conserving the Islands for future generations.
Our work included painting an undethe-sea mural for a
primary school as well as creating a garden with endemic
plants. Our appointed artistic directors did a fantastic job of
overseeing the project and producing some high quality
artwork.  Having finished our work at the school, William
from the charity arranged for us to work with the National
Park, planting cacti. For two nights we camped on a
breathtakingly beautiful beach called Puerto Chino, with only
hermit crabs, pelicans and a few friendly sea lions for
company! It was a remarkable experience and the group
coped well with the lack of facilities, washing up in the sea
and trying but failing to keep sand out of the tents. Our last
few days in the Galdpagos were spent on a mini cruise
which included a dayf6s snork
to see sea lions, a ray, a sea turtle and even black tipped

A Galapagos Giant Tortoise
in the Charles Darwin Research Centre.

After 15 months of preparation and several fundraising events ¢
group of 15 students from Year 11 and Sixth Form finally left for

days in the Ecuadorian capital Quito before we travelled into t
Andean Highlands. We slowly got to grips with the altitude ar®
completed several acclimatisation day treks in preparation for o
main trek up to a Crater Lake nestled in a mountain called El Alta
The trek was harder than any had imagined and really tested o
fitness and determination. Because of the thick mud there wa
lots of falling over and by the time we arrived at ou
accommodation we were all covered in mud! There was thankfully

no mud in sight on the second day to the Crater Lake and theThe groupds project was pain
group worked very well together, especially on the last stretch local primary school.

which involved climbing up a steep section with the help of a rope

and a few of the students in strategic places. The Lake wageef sharks in the deeper channel of Kicker Rock. We

unfortunately a rather muddy green rather than the crystal blue;rossed over to the biggest Island, Santa Cruz, to visit the
we had seen on the Internet, but it was nevertheless worth the-harles Darwin Research Centre where we saw Lonesome
climb up to 4100m. After our main trek, the group completed ageorge, the last of his kind from Pinta Island, and many

one day summit of Volcan Rumifiahui up to 4613m. This was @ther types of giant tortoises. These last few wonderful days
tough route with plenty of snow and fog to make it even hardef, the Galapagos Islands were the perfect way to end the
but, thanks to our fantastic guides, we kept our spirits up andmonth and made the muddy, cold paths through the Andes

managed to stay warm. The climb was worth it when, for a veryseem a distant memory.

brief moment, the clouds parted and we were rewarded with g hope that it was an experience that the students involved

means that its summit is the furthest place on the planet from the

e ar t h dThat day Irmas particularly impressed by how well th
group worked together as a team, encouraging each other an
helping those who were struggling with the steep drops.

Next came the Jungle phase with a very long and eventful coa
journey due to several of the group being struck down with
stomach bug, but the less said about that the better! Our 4 da
stay in a private camp alongside the Rio Napo was wonderful. V /w "b
were accompanied by a local guide, Livio, who taught us about tt ' s
indigenous way of life, including jungle medicine and Shamanisn

A highlight of the trip was a day white water rafting in Tena, wher

despite the sunburn, we had a fantastic day, with plenty

opportunity for pushing people overboard which was a blessing

many had given up washing for the previous few days. o

After a wonderful 3 weeks in Ecuador we flew to San Cristébal in Cotopaxi which stands at 5897m
the Galapagos Islands to start our project. We worked for a local

charity New Era which aims to educate the local children on the Continued on next page
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World Challenge continued

given them some valuable skills which will be useful during their Snorkelling at Kicker Rock during our R&R. The sea is around
time at university. Each student had the chance to be leader for 100m deep as this point. We saw a sea turtle and some white
the day at least once during the trip and there were a wide variety tipped reef sharks here.

of leadership styles. Some went for the 5.30 am starts with what

can only be described as Sergeant Major discipline and others werg
more laid back. They should all be very proud of what the

achieved as individuals and what we achieved as a group. Than

you to Claire Ault for accompanying the group and for her valuabl

contribution to the trip.

Jenny Moore

The next World Challenge expedition will be to Mongolia in Summ
2012. If you are interested in signing up and are in Years 10, 11 o .
L6th then come along to the ™ n i
Wednesday 1% December at 7:30pm in the Meeting Room.The ‘ .
students who would like to take part are then required to come to™
the Acclimatisation Meeting on Thursday ¥8January at 4pm to = -

sign up. If you have any questions regarding World Challeng: L
please contact Miss Moore. -

:‘“\."'

i el : o )
Above: Summit photo at 4613 m after reaching our goal of climbing
Volcan Rumifiahui.

Below: A Galapagos Finch taken whilst we were camping .
on the beach at Puerto Chino and
helping plant Cacti with the National Park

Right: The group on our last
day in Santa Cruz before the
35-hour journey home.




