
We need your help 

to distribute posters 

a n d  h a n d b i l l s 

advertising Perfect 

Pitch, our 150th 

Anniversary Grand 

Finale concert on 

18th June. We 

would be grateful if 

you could ask  your 

local shop and 

business owners, 

your health centre, 

library, community 

centre, church or 

parish hall to display 

one of our posters. 

For  All  The  School  Community . Pupils . Staff . Parents . Old Birkonians . Friends . Visitors 
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Charles McCulloch, John Warburton, Dominic Fowler-Williams 

and Leo Westbrook have won the 'Top of the Bench' 

competition run by the Liverpool section of the Royal Society 

of Chemistry. Approximately 20 schools took part in a 

practical test and written exam which was held at John 

Moores University in December.  In the morning, they were 

given a chemical (calcium carbonate) and from it had to 

produce an acid, an alkali and a powder which could 

neutralise a weak acid.  Not only were they judged on their 

results, but also on the safety and tidiness of their work area.  

In the afternoon they each took an hourõs multiple choice 

exam paper. Charles got the highest mark in his year group.  

They were also marked on a poster about smart materials 

which they had created beforehand. Everyone enjoyed the 

day and thought, as well as a great experience, it was a 

fantastic result for the team and the School.  They now go on 

to represent Merseyside Schools for their age group the 

National Final which will be held at Imperial College, London, 

in April.  Good luck to them! 

L to R: Leo Westbrook (Yr 9), John Warburton (Yr 10), Charles 

McCulloch (Yr 11) and Dominic Fowler-Williams (Yr 9). 

Sophie Mathew-Jones and Philip Eakins 

(Photo L to R) are delighted to have 

received offers from St Edmund Hall, 

Oxford, to read Chemistry and Wadham 

College, Oxford, to read Biochemistry 

respectively.  After submitting their 

Oxbridge applications, they were called 

for interview in December.  Getting 

through this stage is in itself quite an 

achievement! Both will need to get 

grade As in all of their Science A Levels.  

Sophie is taking Maths, Chemistry, 

Physics and French, whilst Philip is 

studying Biology, Chemistry, Maths and 

Spanish.  We wish them well. 

See page 18 & 27 

Perfect Pitch Posters available from the School offices.  Thank you! 
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Although there are over three months to go until our Perfect 

Pitch concert which will mark the end of the Schoolõs 

Sequicentennial year, excitement is already mounting.  It is the 

largest event the School has undertaken in its 150 year history;  

around 4,000 people are expected to come to hear the Royal 

Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Vasily Petrenko.   

It is amazing to think that Birkenhead School will be the venue 

for a world class orchestra and its Chief Conductor.  As one 

reporter  described Mr Petrenko, ôõEven in rehearsals, thereõs a 

subtle dazzle emanating from Vasily Petrenko that sprinkles a 

shower of that elusive X Factor dust around the drabbest of 

roomsó.  He is varyingly described as a handsome young man, 

charismatic and utterly charming and was voted Classical Brit 

Awards Male Artist of 2010.  However, first and foremost, Mr 

Petrenko is recognised as one of the most talented conductors 

in the world today and you donõt reach those dizzy heights 

without immeasurable talent, a deep knowledge and 

understanding of music, and a huge amount of hard-work.  The 

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, always a class act, 

seems to have taken on a new lease of life under Mr Petrenkoõs 

leadership.  They are filling the concert halls, attracting a new 

generation of classical music listeners and winning 

international acclaim for their performances.  Kathryn Rudge, 

Liverpool-born mezzo soprano, is an exciting new talent on the 

opera stage who, whilst still a student, has already won a range 

of  prestigious awards. 

The Headmaster and Mr Petrenko take a photo-call for 

our concert associates The Wirral News 

On Friday 4th February, a team of three students drawn from years 10 and 11 

won the Liverpool and Merseyside Final of the English Speaking Unionõs 

Schoolsõ Public Speaking Competition, which was held in the august setting of 

Liverpoolõs Athenaeum Club. 

A registered charity, the English Speaking Unionõs vision is to provide people in 

the UK and internationally with communication skills, confidence and 

Perfect Pitch should be a  perfect evening ñ a star-studded 

150th celebration with family and friends.    
 

 

Call 0151 651 3095 or online at 

www.birkenheadschool.co.uk to book your tickets. 

networking opportunities. They endeavour 

to see that the value of good 

communication as an essential attribute for 

individual, community and global 

development and understanding is publicly 

recognised and widely integrated into 

education and social policy. 

The main speaker, Matthew Rogers, 

eloquently explored the notion that parents 

should be held responsible for their 

childrenõs misbehaviour. Arran Byers, the 

youngest member of the team, was 

presented with a special award for the best 

chairperson of the evening, and Joshua 

Jones used his forensic skills to good effect, 

politely but devastatingly questioning the 

main speaker from one of the other teams. 

The panel of three distinguished 

adjudicators, including a Judge, was very 

complimentary about the overall standard 

of public speaking during the evening, giving 

some very helpful advice to all the 

competitors. The Birkenhead School team 

was delighted to be presented with the fine 

trophy, which the School last won in 2000. 

The trio, which had previously won their first 

round heat, now travel to the Grange 

School, Hartford for the North-West Final of 

the competition on Saturday 19th March. 

Success there would gain them a place in 

the National Final, held in London in May. 

C. Smale 

L to R: Arran Byers, Matthew Rogers and Josh Jones 



Photo above L to R: 

Back row: Ishani Mohan, Phoebe James, 

Lisa Roettchen, Georgia Varey, Caroline 

Hurst  

Middle row: Ben Gavin Pitt, Laura 

Downham, Charlotte Steere, Gina Ellis, 

Edward Azurdia,  

Front row: Daniel Evans, Bethany Taylor, Jordan Hayward. 

Absent on the day of the photo were Lauren Price and Jessica Basnett 
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Year 6 Art Club had a lot of fun during the Michaelmas Term creating a giant Beano 

page which now has pride of place on the Prep Art Room wall.  Their efforts were 

rewarded when a photograph of their art work featured on the VIP page (see insert 

right.  Above right is a close-up of the Year 6 Beano page)) of January 22ndõs issue 

of the Beano comic.  The Beanoõs editors congratulated them on their ôfantastic 

piece of workõ.  

On the 10th of January 2011, I gave a speech with India 

Collister and Ciara OõSullivan at a public speaking 

competition organised by the Rotary Club of Birkenhead, 

called Youth Speaks to the Nation. 

Four Wirral Schools entered the competition held at 

Birkenhead Sixth Form College after school. As so many of 

our Year 7 pupils were keen to take part, we entered two 

teams.  

My team gave a speech on the subject of Celebrity Status. We 

had discussed this topic extensively in class. We mentioned 

the Chilean miners who attained celebrity status accidentally, 

as opposed to X Factor entrants who sought fame 

intentionally. 

India was the Chair for our team, which involved introducing 

us, and the subject. I gave the main speech and then had to 

answer a question from the audience.  Ciara was the 

Proposer of the vote of thanks at the end and gave a 

summary of our speech. 

The first team, from South Wirral High School, gave a speech 

entitled òShould modern foreign languages be taught in 

secondary schools?ó. I thought this was very interesting and  

well-argued, and the presenters cleverly spoke in three 

modern languages.  I wondered if they could win. The second 

teamõs theme was bullying and again it was very well-presented. 

The third team, from Wirral Grammar School, gave a speech 

about cloning. I thought it was good in parts but it wandered off 

the subject at times. The fourth team were Sebastian 

MacTaggart, Ben Appleby and Alex Courtenay from Birkenhead 

School who spoke about cruelty to animals.  I thought this was 

well-delivered and also a worthy winner. 

We were the fifth team to speak and our speech on Celebrity 

Status seemed to go down well with the audience. I was asked, 

at the end, which celebrity I would like to be and I replied that I 

would like to be Simon Cowell. This made the audience laugh, 

which I was pleased about.   I felt satisfied that, whatever the 

outcome, we had tried our best.    

We had to wait for some time before the judges finally reached a 

decision. They announced that the first team who had argued 

the case, òShould foreign modern languages be taught in 

secondary schools?õ, were the winners.  

We were disappointed we didnõt win but it was a great 

experience and we really enjoyed it. 

We were all presented with certificates and had our team 

photograph taken with the President of the Rotary Club. We 

have also been invited to lunch at the Birkenhead Rotary Club.   

Safia Rafiq, Year 7 
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As winter draws to a close my racing calendar starts to fill, and 

2011 is no exception. Fitting training in around a young baby 

and enduring long, cold, wet and usually dark runs finally starts 

to pay dividends as your commitment turns into results and 

early season form hints towards a good year ahead. 

At the end of last August I was part of a very strong team for a 

four day expedition style adventure race in the Lake District, the 

Terrex. Some of you might have seen me chomping my way 

through a big beefburger and saying how good it was on a 

Channel 4 programme that followed the race. The format is very 

simple ð teams of four, including one female, navigate their 

way around a course on foot, bicycle, canoe and up and down 

cliffs on ropes. The first one home wins.  BUT, hereõs the catch, 

there is no time allowance for rest. You choose when or if to 

sleep and for how long, knowing that, while youõre catching a 

few ZZZZZs, the other teams are ploughing on. For us that 

meant no sleep the first night, 2 hours in the early hours of the 

morning on the second night, and 20 minutes on the third 

night. The rest of the time we were on the move ð eating as we 

went! 

I was part of a team called planetFear.com.  planetFear is a well

-known adventure sports equipment and clothes retailer which 

had sponsored us to take part. Our original female team 

member dropped out at the last minute, leaving us in dire 

straits, frantically looking for a replacement. Anybody who was 

any good was already racing and we were forced to take on a 

complete newcomer to long races to enable us to start. She did 

very well, but the race caught up with her at the end of the 3rd 

day so we limped home in 3rd place ð a very creditable position 

given the circumstances. We were disappointed not to win 

because we felt on paper we originally had a better team than 

the eventual winners, World Champions Team  - Adidas Terrex. 

And so to 2011 ñ a recent win for me at the Anglesey Ultra 

Marathon a few weeks ago shows thereõs some life in the old 

legs yet, and my first Mountain Marathon, the Highlander, takes 

place in the Highlands of Scotland in early April. Mountain 

Marathons are more than they appear ð 2 days of navigating 

around a course in pairs, carrying with you all the equipment you 

need for an enforced overnight camp in a remote location after 

Day 1. We normally cover about 30 miles each day on the elite 

courses.  It is these events which my partner and I specialise in 

(we have previously been European and unofficially World 

Champions) and for which we have sponsorship from Inov-8 

shoes and Haglofs clothing. The camps are invariably cold and 

the dilemma is whether to carry more and be comfortable 

overnight, or go lightweight and freeze ð we normally freeze! 

Then soon after the Highlander I have been asked by Team 

Adidas to be their navigator in a 3-day adventure race in China ð 

a really big event over there although very little, if anything, will 

be heard about it here in the UK. The event is sponsored and 

organised by the Chinese government and 40 teams are 

specially invited to compete ð the best 20 teams from around 

the world and 20 Chinese teams. The event has live TV 

coverage, a huge opening ceremony and viewing figures of 

about 200 million ð so Iõd better make sure I clean my kit! It is a 

huge honour to be part of the only UK team ever to have been 

invited to take part in this race, and I will report on the race and 

how we got on in the next IF!                               T M Higginbottom 

Team planetFear.com at last Augustõs Terrex Race 

  Mr Higginbottom cycling front right. 

Canoeing on Windermere 

Mr Higginbottom leads Team planetFear.com running across  

Morecambe Bay. 

L to R: Orienteering Terrex Day 1, 20 minutes zzzz at the Terrex, Tim and Chris winning by 2 hours at last yearõs Highlander,  

Tim and Chris on the high land. 
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Would any parents who have 

business premises with perimeter 

fences or walls suitable for hanging 

banners be willing to advertise the 

Perfect Pitch concert School Field  

on 18th June?    We are also looking 

for outlets for posters and handbills.  

If you think you can help, please 

contact Mary Butterworth on 0151 

6 5 1  3 0 0 7  o r  e m a i l : 

meb@birkenheadschool.co.uk 

Lost Property is a weird and wonderful place.  It is surprising 

what you come across among the endless bags, pairs of 

trainers, trousers and coats.  Mrs Brew, guardian of Lost 

Property runs a tight ship ñ if your item of underwear or piece 

of sportõs equipment has found its way into her domain, she 

will undoubtedly be able to locate it for you within her neat 

stacks of abandoned belongings.   

As each successive term draws on, the piles of clothes climb 

ever closer to the ceiling, the cupboards bulge and Mrs Brew 

prepares to make her thrice yearly journey to the charity shops 

to divest (ha! ha!) her room to make space for the next loads of 

Lost Property.  Someone, somewhere will be delighted to pick 

up a nearly new Next overcoat, a pair of Gucci sunglasses, a 

Nike sports bag or a cashmere scarf from the Oxfam shop. 

Do visit Mrs Brew in her room just off the Art Department ñ

youõd be surprised what you can pick up for a small charitable 

donation. 

Photo below right: Lost Property waiting to be sorted. 

Below: Even named items do not always get reunited with their 

owners! 
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òHello? Hello? Is anybody there?ó A 

cadet uses the PRC 320 radio set 

The Inspecting Officer, Commander Mike Tomason RN,   

chats with cadets on parade. 

òRight, whoõs got the keys?ó Cadets aboard a power 

boat before a ride around Liverpool docks. 

A cadet gets to grips with the Light Support Weapon 

 

Before the inspection, on parade at HMS Eaglet in Liverpool 

Photos and review by  

OCdt James Barnes 

It was a cold and drizzly morning in the docks at Liverpool as the cadets of the CCF 

arrived at the Royal Navy Headquarters - HMS Eaglet - in Liverpool. Just fewer than forty 

cadets from both Birkenhead and Upton Schools took part in a day of activities including 

power-boating through the Albert Dock, communications training, and familiarisation 

with some of the Armed Forcesõ biggest guns! 

The morning of 3rd November saw the Contingent enjoying the facilities of HMS Eaglet, 

with the RAF and Royal Navy section taking part in leadership training whilst the Army 

section enjoyed an introduction to radio communications. 

After a break for lunch, all of the cadets took part in a tour of Liverpool University Royal 

Navy Unitõs HMS Biter followed by a trip around the docks in a powerboat. The day 

finished with a look at some of the weapons used by the Royal Navy and Royal Marines - 

and a seized AK47, fresh from Afghanistan! 

The cadets spent the day under the watchful eye of the inspecting officer, Commander 

Mike Tomason RN, who inspected the Cadets on a parade which overlooked the marina. 

Talking to each cadet individually, Commander Tomason said he was impressed by the 

commitment and standard of the unit. 

If you are interested in joining the Combined Cadet Force, feel free to pop into the CCF 

building (behind Technology) at anytime on a Wednesday. A chance to do something 

different awaits you! 

Birkenhead School CCF, 58 Beresford Road, Oxton, Wirral, CH43 2JD 

0151 652 2735  


